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Message from the president Emerita -  
 
Dear Friends, 
 
 This letter from the Sisters of Mercy of the Americas is an important message 
for all of us at Notre Dame High School.  I wanted to share it with you for your 
reflection.  We need to Make Mercy Real in our Community today and everyday.  
Sister Mary Walter. 

 
Finding Ways to Make Mercy Real 

September 24, 2019 

This blog taken from the sistersofmercy.org is the first installment in a 
year-long series that explores the ways people within our Mercy family 
and beyond find a way every day to #MakeMercyReal for themselves 
and for others.  

Each year on September 24, as Catholics around the world celebrate the feast of Our 
Lady of Mercy, the Sisters of Mercy also celebrate a very special day—the day 
Catherine McAuley, the founder of the Sisters of Mercy, opened the first House of 
Mercy in Dublin, Ireland. 

At a time when the poor were too often left to fend for themselves on the streets of 
Dublin and the wealthy felt little to no obligation to share their bounty, Catherine 
made mercy real for her community by offering compassion and hospitality to those 
who needed it the most. 

With the help of a few companions, Catherine tended to the sick, educated the poor, 
and opened the doors of her comfortable home to single mothers with nowhere else 
to turn. By doing so, Catherine and these women of Mercy offered a powerful 
example of Christian charity in a suffering 
world. 

The House of Mercy remains a symbol of 
Catherine’s legacy of mercy more than 190 
years later and still stands proudly on Baggot 
Street in Dublin. 

It is in this same spirit that we challenge 
ourselves and others in the Mercy family and 
beyond to continue to spread mercy in the 
world, which is ever more in need of it today. 

From the ugliness of our political discourse 
to the suffering of our migrant sisters and 
brothers living on the border and in refugee 
camps throughout the world to the 
devastation of whole communities from 
nature’s wrath, our hearts and minds are 
overwhelmed. 

Connection 

NOVEMBER 1 
All Saints Day 

Mass @ 10:30 am 
 

NOVEMBER 11 
Veteran’s Day  

No School 
 

NOVEMBER 27-29 
Thanksgiving Recess 

 

https://www.sistersofmercy.org/blog/tag/makemercyreal/
https://www.sistersofmercy.org/blog/tag/makemercyreal/
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In this increasingly digital world, we are in danger of becoming desensitized to the very pain to which we are called 
to respond.  From Mercy Day 2019 to Mercy Day 2020, we urge you to share how you Make Mercy Real for your-
self, and for others. In the coming year, find a way every day to Make Mercy Real and share it with us. Here’s how: 

Step 1. Find a way to share mercy: Feed the hungry. Visit the sick. Or simply send a smile to someone who needs it. 

Step 2. Share the moment: Snap a photo or write a few words of reflection and post on social media using                   
#MakeMercyReal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Being a part of this movement is simple. There’s no “right” way to Make Mercy Real, but here are a few examples: 

 Compliment a stranger! Take note of their reaction. 

 Notice your neighborhood. Does anyone need a helping hand? Reach out or just smile and say hello! 

 Skip the meat today! Be kind to our Earth and make it a Meatless Monday. 

 Tell someone you love them. Start with yourself. 

 Pray a little longer. Be still for five, 10, 15 minutes. Listen to what God is saying to you. 

Find a way every day to Make Mercy Real! 
 

When Catherine opened the first House of Mercy and began her journey in service to others, she had no idea just how 
far her mission would spread. Catherine said, “We should be shining lamps, giving light to all around us.” By encour-
aging everyone to share more compassion and mercy we, too, hope that this movement will go to places we could 
never imagine and shine light to dark corners of our world that desperately need it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The #MakeMercyReal challenge is simple, but the impact is immense. We hope you’ll find a way! 
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From the Desk of The Head of School -  
 
 On October 8, we celebrated our foundress of the Sisters of Mercy, Catherine McAuley, at our 
annual dinner. Following are the words that I shared with the attendees that I thought I would include 
here as well…. 
 
 Last week, we held our first board of trustees meeting of the school year.   We welcomed four 
new board members, all proud graduates of Notre Dame High School.  One of our discussions 
centered on why people choose to attend Notre Dame.   After various reasons were given, one of the new members 
shared that what truly sets Notre Dame apart from any other school is that it offers a faith-based community.  The close
-knit bonds that are created last for years to come.   
 
 A day or two following the board meeting, I was running on the track at the school early in the morning.  As I 
was making my final turn of a lap, I looked up and noticed the cross that hangs above the entrance leading to the 
Charles and Mary Crossed Auditorium was prominently positioned above the statue of Joel Stephens.  I wondered why 
I had never noticed that before in my earlier runs because it was so striking.  It occurred to me a couple of days later 
when the cross was not nearly as visible that the cross was most evident on the days that it was particularly dreary when 
there was a heavy fog that provided a white backdrop.  I thought this served as a fitting metaphor considering what all 
our Notre Dame community has faced over the past couple of years.  Through changes that have directly impacted the 
school itself to circumstances in which families have lost loved ones and faced other obstacles that seemed 
unsurmountable, we have banded together.    In the brightest of times, our faith can be an afterthought.  It is in the 
darkest of times, however, that we turn to God and each other more than ever to help us weather the storm, and each 
time we come out stronger than before.   
 
 A perfect example of this is what has transpired over the past seven weeks.  On Aug 21, I was stunned to read a 
message posted on Facebook from a mother stating that her son, one of our seniors, was involved in a horrific accident.  
I thought this was impossible.  I had just seen Nick and his mother, Katie, four days earlier, when they were showing 
their support for another Notre Dame family in their time of need.   
 
 Over the next few weeks, many of us collectively held our 
breath as we read the updates that Katie posted on Facebook.   All the 
while, she constantly thanked us for our prayers and support, never 
wavering in her faith.  In that time, countless visits were made to see 
Nick as droves of people gladly made the four hour round trip to 
Danville and back.   We held a Rosary at the school two days after the 
accident, and despite receiving only twelve hours’ notice, 100 people 
were in attendance that evening.  Three weeks ago, we loaded up the 
entire senior class who excitedly lined up in front of Nick’s house with 
signs as they welcomed him back home through cheers and tears.   
 
 Shortly after that, the school celebrated Mercy Day, when we celebrate Catherine McAuley and the founding of 
the Sisters of Mercy.  Nick happily addressed the student body at our assembly.  He told the story of how he had visited 
Mercyhurst University, a Sisters of Mercy school where his father had attended school.  In fact, the dorm where his 
father lived was McAuley Hall.  On his visit, he bought a baseball cap with their hockey logo, which he happened to be 
wearing when he was involved in his accident.  Nick explained that he did not think it was a coincidence that he was 
wearing the cap as he attributes his miraculous recovery to his faith and all those who banded together with their 
prayers and words of encouragement.  He didn’t question why this terrible thing happened to him.  Instead, he used 
words like “lucky” and “blessed” to describe  how he felt.  This past weekend, we celebrated Homecoming.  I was 
overjoyed as I witnessed Nick cheering on the football team surrounded by his friends.   My heart swelled even more so 
when I witnessed his friends take turns helping him to take part in the Homecoming dance the following night.   
 
 When I first arrived on the scene two years ago, I was given a copy of Sister Catherine McAuley’s biography.  
Of course, I admired her generosity and selflessness.  I was also inspired by her tenacity in facing challenges with grace 
and compassion, always praising God.  I also read the story of Joel Stephens.  The more I read about him, the more I 
wished I had had the honor of knowing him in person.  Some days when I need to take a break to regroup or reflect, I 
sit on one of the benches in front of the Joel Stephens statue and it helps.  I think Joel is telling me sometimes to think 
things from the perspective of the students and loosen up a little.   
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7th & 8th GRADE NEWS ~ 
 
Just as it’s time for fleeces and coziness, our junior high students have settled in comfortably to life at ND.  They thor-
oughly enjoyed themselves during Spirit Week and cheered with all their hearts at the Pep Rally.   Jackson Potter and 
Maddy Crossley were our 7th grade King and Queen and Makayla Buchanan and Simeon Scarselletta were our 8th grade 
royalty, deserving the honor for all the energy they put into their Spirit Week attire and attitudes. We were happy to see 
so many junior high students enjoying the Homecoming Game.  
 
On Wednesday, October 16, while the upper classes had their testing day, the junior high will traveled on field trips.  
They will visit area attractions with programs planned to enhance their curriculum.  The 7th graders will have their first 
Notre Dame retreat on October 31.  Specific information will be sent directly to our 7th and 8th grade families. 
 
Junior High service at the Elmira Community Kitchen continues this year. We have already served over 150 meals in 
September and October, with more every first Wednesday of the month.  We hope that all students will find the time to 
participate in this very personal service opportunity.  ND’s Junior High provides, cooks, and serves supper.  The pro-
ceeds from our gently used uniform sales pay for the food we serve. Another way for families to help is to contribute to 
our signature meal by donating to help pay for the groceries. Thank you in advance for any help, personal or financial, 
that you can give us. 
   
The new BotCave, our robot lab, is now open for production in the basement of the International Students’ dorm. SKY-
STONESM is the First Tech Challenge for the junior high robotics team.  Mentors Ms. Christina Laskowski, Mr. Bill 
Neidrich, alum Mr. Matt Proper’11, Mr. Wilby Jackson, along with several high school students have been very busy 
guiding our students through the planning for the construction and programming of our robot. SKYSTONESM requires 
the robot to build a structure with enormous Lego-like bricks. So far our budding engineers have built prototypes, begun 
planning the lifting mechanism, and chosen the best wheels.  We will be competing in our first two events later in the 
year.  
 
We are delighted that many junior high students will be appearing in our school musical, Tuck Everlasting. Come and 
applaud our talented young performers—watch the Crusader Connection and the Weekly Update for dates and times. 
It’s hard to believe that we are beginning sign-ups for the winter sports season soon.  We salute all of our fall sports 
team members for a season of growth and good sportsmanship and wish our winter sports teams a season of blessings. 
 
Recently the Notre Dame community came together at the McAuley Award Dinner to honor Father Lew Brown and 
Mr. Bob Edger, posthumously, for their generous contributions to Notre Dame High School.  Both gentlemen truly be-
lieve in the values that the entire Notre Dame community strives to live out each and every day. I am honored that I am 
able to work in a school where the teachings of Jesus and Catherine McAuley drive all of our programs. I wish you all 
peace, contentment, and the joys of gratitude during this harvest season. 

Karen Jennings-Director Gr. 7 & 8          
Academic Advisor Gr.9 

From the Desk of The Head of School (con’t) 

 
 The longer I work in education, the more I realize how much I can truly learn from our students.  Nick and his 

friends continue to remind me of that.  Despite our struggles, we will continue to strive to follow in the footsteps of 

Catherine McAuley in fulfilling her mission.  As we move forward, may we continue to be inspired by her courage and 

compassion, weathering the storms through God’s grace and each others’ support.              

  -Deborah Franklin-Head of School 
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In conjunction with our annual celebration of Mercy Day, two of our grade 

levels were able to experience the heart of mercy as they participated in their 

Mercy Movement days. Our students first traveled to Newfield for 

service at the “Second Wind Cottages”, where a local businessman 

has built 18 small homes for men in need of a second chance. Junior 

Jack Holleran reflected, “It was one of the most fulfilling experiences 

of my life. It was good to see that the people who need the most help 

are able to receive it. I worked hard building 

stone paths into the cottages. It was difficult 

work, but rewarding.” Ireland Munley agreed 

that the experience was enlightening and 

added “My favorite part was meeting Digger 

the dog! He belonged to one of the residents 

and it was great to witness the comfort he 

provided to his owner.”  Brandon Hibbard 

considered his job to be rewarding, even 

though many of the students might not agree! 

Brandon spent his morning cleaning a 

bathroom! He states, “I never thought it 

would be fun scrubbing a dirty bathroom but 

it was. It felt good to know that the next guest 

would feel welcomed with a clean 

bathroom.”  Following their morning service 

at Second Winds, students proceeded to Saint 

Catherine’s of Siena Church for their 

participation in the “Feed Our Starving 

Children” food packing. Our students 

collectively processed meals for 115 children, 

each for an entire year. According to Jack 

Holleran, “Every single person worked hard. 

There were no slackers. But it 

was also fun as we competed to 

out-perform our peers. 

Everyone was passionate and 

the enthusiasm was infectious. 

It was a great day.”  Kudos to 

all of our students! It is always 

remarkable to see how much 

good can be accomplished when 

our students live out their call to 

mercy.  

Marie McCaig                             

Campus Minister     
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Oct 18  Senior Night Football 7 pm 
 
Oct 21   Freshman Poinsettia Sale Begins 
 
Oct 28-30 Robotics Bake Sale 
 
Oct 31  Select Choir—Woodlawn Cemetery 
 

Nov 1  All Saints Mass 10:30 am Charles & Mary 
  Crossed Auditorium 
Nov 1-2 Jr. Area All State—Hornell High School 
 
Nov 5  Junior Class Fundraiser Begins 
   
Nov 7  Tuck Everlasting visits Elementary Schools 
 
Nov 13  ND Information Night at NDHS in the  
  Sister Mary Walter Hickey Library @ 6:30 pm 
Nov 13  ND Information Night at Epiphany  
  Elementary School Library, Sayre @ 6:30 pm 
 
Nov 14  Friendsgiving 
   
Nov 15-16  Senior Area All-State CPP 
 
Nov 18  ND Information Night at Tompkins County 
  Public Library, Ithaca @ 6:30 pm 
 
Nov 19  Discover ND Day 
Nov 19  ND Information Night at Mansfield  
  University 6:30 pm 
 
Nov 20  Robotics First Aid Kit Fundraiser Begins 
 
Nov 22  Tuck Everlasting @ 7pm 
 
Nov 24  Tuck Everlasting @ 2pm   
 
Nov 28    Turkey Day 5K 9am start 

ALUMNI KUDOS 
 

Congratulations to Claire Lynough’72 
Tredwell, PhD., who received the  
Rose C. Engel Award for Exellence in 
Professional Practice at the Division 
for Early Childhood conference in Dal-
las, TX on October 3.  Currently Dr. 
Claire Tredwell is the Director of the UNLV/
CSUN Preschool at the Lynn Bennett Early Child-
hood Education Center at University of Nevada, 
Las Vegas.   The Rose C. Engel Award is  a na-
tional award presented to professionals who have 
made significant contributions to the field at the 
local level that have improved, or will improve , 
the lives of young children with special needs and 
their families.  Dr. Tredwell has dedicated her pro-
fessional career to advocating  for young children 
and families in need of educational and clinical 
services.  During her 32 year career, Dr. Tredwell 
has been a champion of providing an inclusive en-
vironment in early childhood for children with dis-
abilities knowing such inclusivity promotes posi-
tive, social, emotional, cognitive and language out-
comes for children.   

October Lunch Menu Click Here. 

On Sunday, 10/13/19, friends from the ND Class of 
1998, Tim Vaughn, Liz Buckley and Pat McNama-
ra, completed the Empire State Half Marathon.  The 
race was held in Syracuse.  

CONGRATULATIONS TIM, LIZ & PAT! 

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/582047_97a6f0649c534bc28ef5fa1f13c4ff2e.pdf
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FROM GUIDANCE - 
  

 
College Representatives Visits 

  
College representatives will be visiting the Guidance Office throughout October. We strongly encourage stu-
dents to take advantage of these personal opportunities to meet with College Reps. They are a valuable source of 
information. Students should register to meet with college representatives through Naviance and pick up a pass 
from Mrs. Shannon prior to the visit.   
 
 
 
 

 
 
Senior Interviews 

  
Seniors are currently meeting with their counselors to review their graduation requirements and discuss college 
applications. If you have not yet done your senior interview, please make an appointment with Mrs. Barron.  To 
facilitate the conversation please provide Mrs. Barron a copy of your resume or personal fact sheet. For a copy 
of the personal fact sheet please see Mrs. Barron.  

  
College Applications 

  
Seniors should be aware of their college application deadlines. These deadlines approach very quickly and it is 
the responsibility of the student to request letters of recommendation and transcripts  at  least  two weeks  be-
fore the deadlines.  Students should submit their letter of recommendation requests to Notre Dame facul-
ty via Naviance. 

 
 

Thank you to all our Notre Dame families for stepping forward and volunteering 
your time.  We look forward to a great year of working together in support of 
NOTRE DAME!  

The Notre Dame Guidance Department operates on an Open Door Policy,  
stop by anytime with any questions or concerns. 

October 17       October 25 @ 10:45 am University of Rochester  
8:30 am SUNY College at Brockport 
11:45 am Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute   October 29 @ 11 am Corning Community College 
 
October 18        November 1 @ 10:30 am Niagara University 
9 am Canisius College 
1 pm Elmira College       November 5 @ 11:30 am University of Tampa 
 
October 22 @ 11:30 am RIT      November 6 @ 11:30 am Nazareth College  
 

October 24 @ 9 am St. Lawrence University 

Upcoming College Representatives Visits 
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CONGRATULATIONS! 
M. Edward Lincoln  
Youth Salute Scholarship 
Congratulations to Lucy Kaffenbarger 
who was recently awarded the M. Edward 
Lincoln Youth Salute Scholarship by the 
Elmira Rotary Club. The Youth Salute 
Scholarship recognizes students demon-
strating strong leadership, academics, and 
community involvement. Kudos to our 
Crusaders receiving top 10 honors: Peyton 
Maloney, Brandon Sun, Victor Tsang and 
Alyssa Walker. Also representing Notre 
Dame were seniors Patrick Finnerty, Aus-
tin Gleason, Olivia Murray, Tejasvi 
Rajbabu, Caroline Rogers, Caroline Ron-
sivalle, Caitlin Steed, Colin Tolbert, Nich-
olas Viselli, Madeleine Wirth. We feel 
blessed to have so many students actively 
involved in our community.   

Page 8 - October 2019 

Rehearsals for the annual fall musical are in 
full swing!  This year, the Notre Dame Theater 
Department is honored to be the first school in 
our region, and one of the first in the country, 
to perform "Tuck Everlasting".  The musical, 
based on the American children's novel, is the 
story of Winnie Foster who discovers the magi-
cal secret of the Tuck family, embarking on an 
extraordinary adventure that will change her 
life forever. 
 
 “The cast has been putting in many hours of 
rehearsal since September and it is already 
proving to be a great show.  This family friend-
ly show will make you laugh and, hopefully, 
shed a tear or two.", said Theater Director Mr. 
Cody Riker. 
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FLX GIVES 
 
Are you ready to be a part of #givingday? FLX GIVES is a day to celebrate all the good going on in our LOCAL 
communities! FLXGives is a fun and exciting 24-hour online giving day that connects donors with nonprofits in the 
Finger Lakes Region. During this day of giving you’ll be inspired as you read all about the programs that help make 
our community a great place to live, work and play! Mark your calendars for Nov 15! We hope you will join our 
Notre Dame campaign and help us reach our goal!  No gift is too small. Your donation of any amount will help!  We 
know a little can go a long way when we get together and give together!  Save the date -  Nov 15 for #givingday and 
join the movement!  To view our campaign, click here.   

ND’s SCRIP PROGRAM  
It’s not only convenient, but it helps decrease your tui-
tion! The Notre Dame Scrip Program is an easy way for 
you to help raise funds for the school on items you al-
ready buy: gifts, gas, hotels, and goods. Click here for 
the updated Scrip form and stop by the ND Advancement 
Office to purchase scrip on the spot. $AVE money on 
next year’s tuition! 
 
To learn more about the SCRIP program click here. 

 

EARN TUITION CREDIT  WHILE  
YOU  SHOP!! 

 

https://www.flxgives.org/organizations/notre-dame-high-school-dbf4110e-b743-4963-b545-c7c6035691c7
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/582047_a55b0dd671f245c79e1627e33e7bad21.pdf
https://www.notredamehighschool.com/script


10  

 

Page 4—June 2016 The Crusader Connection 

 
9 AM START 

1400 Maple Avenue, Elmira NY 
 

To register online click here.   
Registration includes t-shirt for first 500 registrants 

Register by 10/31 to guarantee your shirt size! 
 

Packet P/U & On-Site registration—ND Gymnasium 
Wednesday, November 27  5:00-7:00 pm & 
Thursday, November 28  starting at 7:00 am 

 
 

For more information about the Turkey Day 5K please contact  
 

Race Directors Karen Charnetski & Steve Eller at  
TurkeyDay5K@notredamehighschool.com 

Notre Dame High School      1400 Maple Avenue       Elmira, NY 
     www.notredamehighschool.com 
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Join us on Thanksgiving morning!  

http://www.lightboxreg.com/notre-dame-turkey-day-5k_2019?func=&mobile=0
mailto:TurkeyDay5K@notredamehighschool.com
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 Notre Dame High School Sister Mary Walter Hickey Library - November 13  

Epiphany Elementary School Library, Sayre - November 13 

Tompkins Co Public Library, Ithaca - November 18  

 Mansfield University – November 19  

 

 Information Nights and Open House begin at 6:30 pm. 

 

Fall: Shadow & DISCOVER ND Day - November 19  

OPEN HOUSE - January 28  

Spring: Shadow & DISCOVER ND Day - April 29 
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