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The 

Message from the president —  
 
Dear Parents & Guardians, 
 

Your talent is God’s gift to you 
What you do with it is your gift to God 

 
We all have God given talents, and summer is an ideal time to discover these gifts of God. Perhaps 
those talents include ART, MUSIC, MATHEMATICS, WRITING, INVENTING, ATHLETICS or 
some other hidden gift yet to be discovered. Each of us has unique gifts to develop and share. A 
talent is useless unless it shared. 
 
Some have the talent of helping, some have the talent of giving encouragement; others use their 
personal time to serve those in need.  
 
You do not want to be the one who buries their talents. This action results in no growth and a failure 
to actualize your full potential. Therefore, I encourage you to look at your talents – develop them, 
use them, share them with others. Doing this, your life will be fuller, you will be happier and God 
will be glorified when you give your gifts back to Him.  I hope you are having a safe and happy 
summer developing your gifts. 

                                               -Sister Mary Walter Hickey, RSM-President 

NDHS SUMMER HOURS 
 
  
 

The main office will be open 
during July and August,  

Monday-Friday.  
Hours of operation are:  

 
Mon.-Thur. 8:30a.m. - 2:30p.m. 

Fridays 8:30a.m. - 12:00p.m. 

Message from the principal-  
 
It‘s amazing what a difference a year can make.  Last year at this time, I was trying to settle into a 
new place not only in a different state but in a whole new life that came with it.   I was also working 
feverishly alongside Sister Mary Walter to fill positions and learn all I could about the culture, the 
policies and procedures of Notre Dame HS so that I could be as prepared as possible prior to the first 
day of school.  Adding complexity to the situation was that Homecoming Week started the first full 
week of school, with Pajama Day kicking off the week.  I thought they were joking! 
 
It was very similar to my first experience teaching.  I had switched careers and nearly had my 
teaching certification work completed when I was offered a job mid-year.  I jumped in to a seventh 
grade English class, learning all about how to effectively manage a classroom and engage hormonal 
adolescents in the joys of grammar and writing.  That summer, I did much self-reflection regarding 
how it went and, more importantly, how I could make it better.  I scrapped the old lesson plans and 
decided I would utilize my marketing degrees to try a fresh approach to teaching.   By the end of the 
summer, I was eager to start the new school year, armed with my knowledge of having a little bit of 
experience and excited about trying new teaching methods.  It turned out to be a fantastic year! 
   
This morning, I felt that same eagerness as I met with the newly elected Student Council officers for 
the upcoming year.  Their enthusiasm was infectious.   In just under 90 minutes, we discussed the 
spirit of the school, and while we wanted to give a nod to previous traditions, we also recognized the 
value in making adjustments and trying out new ideas moving forward.   I liked the fact that not only 
was there much enthusiasm about the possibilities, but I knew that I could rely on the students, under 
the direction of Mrs. Grant, to execute them.   
 
As we move closer to the start of school, I‘m excited about the new faculty and staff we have joining 
us for the new year.  Having been able to start the interview process earlier this year, we had a solid 
selection of candidates from which to choose.  The interviewing committees were able to take their 
time in ensuring we had a good fit for the expectations of our students and parents as well as the 
culture of Notre Dame HS. 
 
Finally, I am eager for our students, faculty and staff to see what‘s taken place over the summer to 

give the school a fresh look.  I won‘t ruin the element of surprise, but from paint and plants to new 

flooring and more, the generosity of an individual in donating materials and labor to give our school a 

little makeover of love will no doubt put smiles on many faces upon our return.  Check out some of 

the pictures on Facebook in the coming weeks to get a sneak preview.                                  

                     - Deborah Franklin,- Principal 

Fall Sports Visit: 
www.scheduleGalaxy.com 

http://www.scheduleGalaxy.com
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7th & 8th GRADE NEWS 
 
Welcome to the classes of 2022, 2023, and 2024! We are glad to have all of you be a part of the Notre Dame 
family. I am really excited that I am now the Academic Advisor for grades 7, 8, and 9, as well as continuing as 
the Director of the 7th and 8th Grades. 
 
We will be having our 7th and 8th grade Ice Cream Social on Tuesday, August 21, 6-7:30PM at school and 
hopefully outdoors.  We‘ll have games, friends to connect with, teachers to meet, make-your-own ice cream sundaes for the family, and a gently 
used uniform sale. The uniform sale has shirts, pants, shorts, fleeces, and gym uniforms, with each item $5 or make a deal with Mr. Moore for 
multiple items.  Proceeds will be used to purchase the food for our junior high Mercy Movement, supper at the Elmira Community Kitchen, on 
the first Wednesday of each month.  We would love to have you help at the Kitchen in person or by contributing.  
 
In between the joys of summer, you may have been shopping for school supplies and ordering uniforms. The junior high supply list and the uni-
form order forms are available on the ND website, www.notredamehighschool.com. For 7th and 8th grade supplies, click here.  For the 9th grade 
supply listing click here.  For uniform tops, click here and for the P.E. uniform order sheet click here.  
 
We‘ve been busy planning activities, sprucing up the school itself, and designing exciting curriculum to make the 2018-19 school year engaging, 
challenging, and successful for all students. Our first day for all new students, Wednesday, September 5, will be spent making friends, learn-
ing about Notre Dame traditions (to start, think lockers, the lunch line, and Joel Stephens), and getting organized.  We‘ll have lunch as Notre 
Dame‘s treat at noon, and dismissal at 12:30pm. Thursday, September 6 is all about ND business—school pictures, lockers, schedules--with 
dismissal by noon.  Friday, September 7, is our first full day of classes.  Buses will run on their regular schedule on Wednesday and Thursday 
mornings, and will be on the regular schedule for morning and afternoon on Friday.  
 
These first days and the last summer days before them are surely exciting and maybe a little anxiety provoking.  Be calm, knowing that we at ND 
are committed to Catherine McAuley‘s charism of hospitality.  We will do all we can to make the transition to the 2018-19 school year as smooth 
and joyful as we can.  If you have any concerns at all, do not hesitate to email me, jenningsk@notredamehighschool.com. 
 
 I can‘t wait to meet you all and/or welcome you back and see how you‘ve grown.   

 

        Karen Jennings –Director Gr. 7 & 8, Academic Advisor Gr. 9 

FROM THE GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT- 
Class of 2018  

Congratulations to all of the Seniors on their graduation-we wish them nothing but the best! This year, Notre Dame 
awarded 14 Regents Diplomas, 30 Advanced Regents Diplomas, and 11 Advanced Regents Diplomas with Honors.   
 

Class of 2019  
This summer is a perfect opportunity to refine a list of colleges that you would like to apply to in the fall. We encourage 
families to take some time this summer, if possible, to visit the campus of schools that hold your interest. For those of 
you who are ambitious and anxious to start the process, the Guidance Department  encourages you to create your 
account for the Common App. You can begin filling out the information on the Common App tab at any point. All 
accounts roll over on August 1st, and any information you fill out in the - Common App section will be saved. Please 
wait to add colleges and answer college specific questions until the rollover has occurred. Filling out some of this 
information in advance or starting on your college essays can give you a head start and make senior year less hectic. 
Please don‗t stress if you are unable to get started, or if you have questions - Guidance will be meeting with you when 
you return to school in September to help with the process. Students in the Class of 2019 are highly encouraged to 
utilize their Naviance account this summer to aid in the process.  
 

Class of 2020  
Students going into grade 11 for the 2018-19 school year should begin compiling a list of activities to construct a resume 

in your Junior year. Keeping a list of activities and accomplishments will make it easier to develop the resume you‗ll use 

for college and scholarship applications.  

VOLUNTEER 
Lastly, all students should take some time to volunteer this summer. Summer is the perfect time to find ways to help out 

in your community. Be sure to keep a record on your Naviance account of what you have done. This will come in handy 

when it comes time to fill out your college applications. 

http://www.notredamehighschool.com
http://www.notredamehighschool.com/uploads/3/9/2/1/39215583/nd_september_supply_list_2018-19_final__1_.pdf
https://www.notredamehighschool.com/uploads/3/9/2/1/39215583/2018-19_freshman_supply_list.pdf
https://www.companycasuals.com/ndhs/start.jsp
http://www.notredamehighschool.com/uploads/3/9/2/1/39215583/physical_education_uniform_order_form.pdf
mailto:jenningsk@notredamehighschool.com
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FROM THE GUIDANCE DEPARTMEN (con’t) 
 
                                                                                                  

 

 

Naviance, an online program, is a valuable resource for the Guidance Department.   This program has a student inter-

face called Family Connection, which students can use for college and career planning.     

The Naviance/Family Connection platform allows students to search careers, colleges, and majors, and also houses a 

variety of other features.  In addition to the capabilities on the student end, it provides our department a large variety 

of reports along with valuable data, and has streamlined our college application process. 

Students are strongly encouraged to access the Family Connection component independently to utilize its features to 
the fullest extent.  Students can access their accounts by clicking the link below and using their Notre Dame High 
School email address for username. To visit Naviance visit:   http://connection.naviance.com/ndcrusaders 
 

Parents are welcome to access a guest account by following the link above, clicking ―I’m a guest‖ on the right hand 

Farewell!  
Three women who collectively have given nearly thirty years of service to Notre Dame are leaving our hallowed halls. We are 
grateful for their time and service and wish two of them happiness in retirement and good wishes to the other as she has accepted 
a new position.  

 
Ms. Tracy Brunton has accepted a new position with the Roswell Park Alliance Foundation supporting the 
Cancer Center in Buffalo where she will be closer to family. 
 
Ms. Brunton was the assistant in the Advancement Office from April of 2011 until she became the Director of 
Advancement and Alumni Affairs in the fall of 2017. Her energy, commitment and dedication has been a great 
gift to our school. She has worked with a variety of fund raising groups, increased the donations to the Annual 
Fund and recently worked with Billy Maloney and Tim Murray to resurrect the Crusader Golf Tournament. 
We know that she is just a phone call away and are grateful for her years of service. 
 
 

Mrs. Kay Crandall, an employee of the Elmira City School District, began to work at her Alma Mater in 
2008 as a part-time school nurse and for the last seven years she was full time. She notes that her years as a 
student from the Class of ‘57 were wonderful, but her time as a nurse here were even better. She enjoyed help-
ing students more than being one. Mrs. Crandall was always positive and spent her time administering medi-
cines, screening athletes and providing first aid and ice packs to the injured. She was ready for any emergency 
– trained in CPR, the AED and the use of epi-pens and doses of narcan.  She truly supported any student or 
faculty member who came in the heath room with helpful advice. 
 
Mrs. Crandall is looking forward to traveling and spending time with her children and grandchildren. We will 
welcome her back to the Nurse‘s Office when we need a substitute. 
 
 

Mrs. Patsy Considine DeMuth ’70 began working in the school office in September 2006. She felt that after 
being at home with her children and grandchildren, she was ready to go back to work. For twelve years she 
provided a welcome and helpful reception for all students, parents, staff and visitors. She always had smile 
and a word of encouragement for those who entered the Main Office.  
 
Her daily routine consisted of taking care of attendance, selling and keeping track of SCRIP cards, maintain-
ing the calendar, publishing the monthly menu, distributing the mail and taking care of many requests of 
teachers, parents and students.  
 
Mrs. DeMuth will most likely go on another cruise, travel to Florida in the winter and come back to her Alma 

      Mater to visit with her many friends. 

http://connection.naviance.com/ndcrusaders
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Morgan Decker holds a Master of Music in Instrumental Music Education from Bowling Green 

State University and was the former Band Director at St. Patrick of Heatherdowns in Toledo, 

Ohio. Ms. Decker will be responsible for teaching all instrumentalists in grades 7-12 at Notre 

Dame and directing the Symphonic, Jazz and Junior High Bands. 

Scott Hakes is currently completing his Professional Science Master‘s degree in Applied 

Mathematics.   Mr. Hakes holds a Bachelor of Science in Education, Secondary Mathematics 

from Mansfield University.   Mr. Hakes will be teaching Algebra II, Statistics, Intro to College 

Algebra and Honors Calculus. 

Jacqueline Petrie will be teaching Earth Science, Environmental Science and Eighth Grade 

Science at Notre Dame.  Ms. Petrie holds her NYS Certification in Earth Science 7-12 and 

recently completed her coursework for a Master in Teaching and Curriculum from Syracuse 

University. She holds a Bachelor of Science in Marine Science & Bachelor of Arts in History 

from Stony Brook University and is an alumna of Women in Science and Engineering honors 

program. 

Cody Riker comes to Notre Dame with a Master of Arts in Theatre from Regent University and 

a Bachelor of Arts  in Acting from Centenary University.  Cody has been appointed to the posi-

tion of Director of Theatre at Notre Dame and will also work as an administrative assistant in 

the Main Office.  

Mina Barron 
School Counselor 
Academic Advisor 

Grades 10-12    

GUIDANCE TEAM 

Karen Jennings 
Director Gr. 7 & 8  
Academic Advisor 

  Grades 7-9    

Tina Shannon 
Guidance Registrar 

Student Data  
Management Director 

Brett Moore 
Grade 7 Science Teacher 

Guidance Coordinator 

Kelly Cousin, our Director of Advancement and Alumni Affairs will be joining our team in    

August.  She has most recently served as Public Relations Assistant/Donor Relations at the Arc 

of Chemung, Elmira, NY.  Prior to that, she was the Event Manager at Corning Incorporated,   

Corning, NY. YET 
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FROM THE GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT— 
 

 
 
 

Fourth Marking Period Honor Roll/High Honor Roll Listing— 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

8th Grade High Honors 
William Alley, Tara Backman, Kylee Bakley, 

Emmalie Barkley, Erin Connolly, Leah DeFilippo, 

Maura Devlin, Alisaundre Finnerty, Steven Gough, 

Erica Macapinlac, Alexandra Meier,  Isabella  

O‘Toole, Tyler Richards, Amanda Simpson,  

Derek Simpson,  Rachael Simpson, Tyler Simpson,  

Riley Soehnlein, Lindsay Storey, Anna Velasquez,  

Eshwar Venkataswamy, Caroline Viselli  

9th Grade High Honors 
Noah Becker, Gino DeLeone, Madalynn DeMuth,  

Brandon Hibbard, Gavin Krusen,  

Virginia Marion, Elizabeth Mustico,  

Pratha Purushottam,  
 
 
9th Grade Honors 
Abigail Beames, Elizabeth Buck,  

Campbell Dougherty,  MacKenzie Gillette,  

Cody Gonzalez, Kathryn Gough, Emma Leonard, 

Nathan Murray, Amaya Myers, Alexia Pryce, 

Madison Watts, Alexandra Welliver  

10th Grade Honors 
Brytney Bonhan, Scott Herlan, Shelby Segur  
Kiran Sharma, Stephanie Smith, Caitlin Steed, 
Chloe Stemerman, Samantha Storey, Nicholas 
Viselli, Evalynn Zick-Dean  

12th Grade Honors 
Macie Barone, Juliana Bunnell, Georgia Cowley, 
Courteney Crater, Ryan Edwards, Mary Foster, 
Taylor Gray, Oghenedoro Idahosa,  
Claire Kubinski, Angelina Liriano,  
Isabel Milazzo, Megan Niles, Dustin Patton, 
Jillian Perrault, Hannah Prunier, Brooke Rorie, 
Matthew Smith, Zachary Tavakoli,  
Camille VanderMeer, Mitchell Vargas,  
Frank Vassallo, Xiaoxue Zhang, Zerong Zhuang, 
Yuchen Zou 

12th Grade High Honors 
Kaitlin Barkley, Jennifer Burns,  
Mathew Connolly, Matthew D‘Ortona,  
Adeline Dygert, Collin Edger,  
Caitlin Fitzgerald,  Madison Kravitz,  
Logan Ruocco 

11th Grade Honors 
Daniel Betancourt-Trompa, Emily Bissel, 
Jordyn Fargo, John Gough, Gabriella Guerin, 
Adrian Haluska, Kristen Oplinger,    
Sofia Riccio, Laurel Vargas, Luka Vlasic, 
Michael White 

11th Grade High Honors 
Sierra Adams, Kevin Bayne, John Booth,  
Jacqueline Chen, Caleb Colucci,  
Catherine Craig, Andrew Finnerty,  
Pauline Macapinlac, Madeleine Meier,  
Zaineb Saeed, Isaac Scarselletta,  
Rebecca Shannon, Declan Sharma,  
Harrison Shepherd, Daniel Stearns,  
Derek Tsang, Cassandra Uy, Emma Westcott, 
Haozhen (Aaron) Yang 

7th Grade High Honors 
David Betancourt-Trompa, Ella Chicone, 

Stephen D‘Ortona, Donovan Dougherty, Isabella 

Griffin, Isabella Hazelton, Sophia Herrick, 

Shane Maloney, Shannon Maloney, Kellan 

Murphy, Lucy Nanda, Jade Nordin, Allison 

O‘Brien, Nora Orruno, Tilly Shepherd, Natalie 

Susch, Leila Vargas, Saviano Waters, Kathryn 

Welliver, Jillian Whitaker, Piper Young  

10th Grade High Honors 
Brooke Benjamin, Katherine Bukowinski, Erik 

Charnetski, Karissa Collins, Patrick Finnerty, 

Haoyan Gu (Frank), Lucy Kaffenbarger, Peyton 

Maloney, Olivia Murray,  Tejasvi Rajbabu, 

Matthew Rilloraza, Caroline Rogers, Caroline 

Ronsivalle, Steven Segal, Brandon Sun,  

Victor Tsang, Alyssa Walker, Madeleine Wirth  

7th Grade Honors 
Meg Agan, Oliver Fogarty, Kurt Golden,  Aidan 

Kelly, William MacRonald, Ava Mustico, 

Gracie Ringer, Patrick Sheftic, Jack Vakiener  

8th Grade Honors 
Luca Campanelli, Sarah Cleary, Grant Crossley,  

Allison Post, Megan Pratt, Liam Scarselletta,  

Owen Stewart 
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Justin Bauco 
Valedictorian 

Stony Brook University 

Claudia Hatef  
Salutatorian 

Cornell University  

CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2018! 
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Congratulations to our Notre Dame Alumni recently inducted 
into the  Notre Dame Hall of Fame!  
 
Left to right::  Chris Madigan '96, Andrea Devon '06,  
Caleb Norton '06, Kelsie Foster '09, Hannah Brackley '11  
Missing from the photo Lisa Boulas '88 and Thomas Salmon '63  

2018 Hall of Fame Inductees:  

Mark Twain Scholars  

2018 

On June 12, local high school seniors were honored at the 34th 

annual Mark Twain Scholars Dinner. Students honored at the 
dinner rank in the top 5% of their graduating classes in 
Chemung County,. Notre Dame seniors honored were: Justin 
Bauco,  Claudi Hatef, and Kaitlin Barkley.         
             Congratulations on your achievement!  

Congratulations to Matthew Smith,                 
Emma Vakiener, John Bernatavitz,   
Alyish McCloe and Rebecca Shannon 
who were honored with the  "Everyday He-
roes" Award sponsored by First Heritage 
Federal Credit Union. First Heritage seeks 
to honor high school youths from across 
the region who are making a positive im-
pact in their respective communities.                                                                                                                       
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Project Graduation was a great success! Thank you 
to Barbara Vassallo PG‘18 Chair and the Project  
Graduation Committee & all the families and local  
businesses who supported Project Graduation! 

SENIOR PORTRAITS  
Seniors should email a copy of their Senior Por-
trait for the yearbook directly to the Senior Year-
book Moderator - Mrs. Marina Liriano:  
 lirianom@notredamehighschool.com.   
 
A copy of the portrait should also be emailed to 
Michelle Barkley:  
barkleym@notredamehighschool.com.   
 
 

 

ENGLISH – SUMMER READING REMINDER 
 

In the past, only AP and honors students 
have been required to read over the sum-
mer.  The English Department is now 
extending summer reading assignments 

to all students in grades 8 -12. The purpose be-
hind assigning the projects is to help lessen the 
documented ―summer slide‖ and create a strong 
background for the fall reading assignments and 
projects. The intention is for the student to uti-
lize the skills they have acquired during the pre-
vious school year and introduce materials and 
ideas they will use for the coming school year.  
 
We are very aware this is a time for family vaca-
tions and such.  The time frame given for these 
assignments is a guideline to help those who 
need support with time management skills. The 
English teachers (non-AP) have set up  Google 
Classroom accounts for the reading projects and 
will be in weekly contact with the students 
through this forum.  The contact will provide 
instruction and guidance offering the students 
positive feedback on their reading and projects.                                                     

mailto:lirianom@notredamehighschool.com
mailto:barkleym@notredamehighschool.com

