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Message from the president —  
 
As we watch the leaves turn shades of red, yellow and orange and then fall to 
the ground, we acknowledge that nature’s cycles are mirrored in the trees and 
we acknowledge that these cycles are also mirrored in our own lives. Autumn 
is a time for letting go. 
 
A Buddhist teacher, Sharon Saltzberg writes about one of the offshoots of 
letting go: “Generosity has such power because it is characterized by the inner 
quality of letting go, of relinquishing. Being able to let go, to give up, to 
renounce, and to give generously – these capacities spring from the same 
source within us. When we practice generosity, we open to all of these 
liberating qualities simultaneously. They carry us to a profound knowing of 
freedom, and they also are the loving expression of that same state of 
freedom”.  
 
This is the time to give generously of your time and talent to others. 
I want to thank all of you for sharing your time and talent with Notre Dame 
High School. Your support of fundraising, Annual Fund, your volunteering in 
the school and your dedication to our many activities is deeply appreciated.  

        Muchos gratias. 

    —Sister Mary Walter Hickey, RSM—President 

From the Principal’s Desk —  
 

On October 2, alumni, community members, and honored guests 
gathered together to celebrate the legacy of our foundress at the 
annual McAuley Dinner.  The school had just celebrated Mercy Day 
the previous week, so it was fitting that we were honoring those 
who have helped keep Catherine McAuley’s mission alive at Notre 
Dame HS.  No website or even the most effective marketing 
campaign can truly capture the heart of our school and its students.  
As I shared with the crowd that evening, until I came to Notre 
Dame, I didn’t realize that the educational experience from my 
previous public school was missing what I now believe is a vital 
component in educating our youth—teaching service to others.  
Following are some of the stories I highlighted that I thought were 
worth repeating:   
 
On the last day of September, ND’s junior class kicked off our 
Mercy Movement Days by traveling to Lodi to help people who 
were affected by the recent flooding.  I was so incredibly proud of 
them upon their return.  Although they were exhausted and filthy, I 
heard no complaints and saw only smiles.  Even the students left 
behind happily greeted them upon their return.   

Connection 
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From the Principal’s Desk (con’t) -  
 
Before the start of the school year, at a moment’s notice following 
practice, a group of athletes voluntarily gathered at the home of an 
employee of Notre Dame whose basement had been flooded over 
the summer, destroying everything in there.  I watched them first 
hand get dirty, sweaty and stinky as they worked together to 
problem solve, get everything moved out and carted away to a 
nearby dumpster.   
 
On the first day of school, Mrs. Jennings told me how proud she 
was that a student refused to let a fellow classmate new to Notre 
Dame sit alone at the lunch table.   
 
When I left our first home football game of the year after a hard 
fought game, I told my husband on our way to the car that I had 
never before felt so good after a loss.  I witnessed from the sidelines 
how the boys helped each other up, both literally and figuratively.  
There was no finger pointing, and at the end of the game, they 
walked off the field two by two, joining hands with their heads held 
up.  The following day, I sent a picture I had taken to one of the 
parents with the message, “If scoreboards could measure heart, our 
boys would have lit it up tonight”.   

                                         
This year, our service 
commitment from the school 
is to raise $5,000 to fund a 
well to be built in Sierra Leone, an African village, where they have no 
clean water.  Students have been emptying out their piggy banks and 
begging their parents for loose change that they had been saving in 
order to contribute.  It’s not about the prizes that are being awarded; it’s 
because they were truly moved after seeing a video of people living in a 
village having to walk long distances to draw water from a dirty water 
source.  The day after the project was announced, a student entered my 
office to do the morning announcements and said excitedly, “Mrs. 
Franklin, if everyone gives just $18, we can easily raise that $5k.  We 

shouldn’t just build one well.  We should help build two!”  That’s what makes Notre Dame HS so special.   
 
These are just some of the examples of what our students are doing to fulfill Catherine McAuley’s vision.   
PS - Be sure to check out the videos on the bottom of our website: www.notredamehighschool.com, from 
Mercy Day.  There is nothing like seeing the smiles on our students’ faces to put a smile on your own! 
 
God bless you all, 
-Deborah Franklin-Principal 

Thank you to Rainbow Lettering and the Maloney family for the generous dona-
tion of the rally towels that added to the festivities of spirit week and homecom-
ing.  We look forward to seeing the rally towels out in full force for our post sea-
son games and well into our winter athletic season!  

http://www.notredamehighschool.com
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7th & 8th GRADE NEWS ~ 
 
Just as it’s time for fleeces and coziness, our junior high students have settled in comfortably to life at ND.  
They thoroughly enjoyed themselves during Spirit Week and cheered with all their hearts at the Pep Rally.  
Neha Louisnathan and Vinny Campanelli were our 7th grade Queen and King and Ava Mustico and Nick Lisi 
were our 8th grade royalty, deserving the honor for all the energy they put into their Spirit Week attire and atti-
tudes. We were happy to see so many junior high students at the bonfire and homecoming game as well.  
 
On Wednesday, October 10, while the upper classes had their testing day, the Junior High traveled for field 
trips.  At the Rockwell Museum in Corning, the 7th graders learned about El Dia de Los Muertos and made tin 
skulls to remember their loved ones.  Their work will be on display to the world on the Rockwell’s offrenda 
until after the celebration on November 2. The 8th graders visited the Elmira Civil War Prison Camp for a 
tour, a picnic, and training in marching.  Both grades spent the afternoon at  Tanglewood Nature Center, 
where they met a collection of animals, including a chinchilla, a hissing cockroach, and Hank the Hawk and 
learned about the diversity of the ecology of our area.  We thank these community partners for sharing their 
enthusiasm and expertise with our students.  We had a great day, and I was very proud of our youngest Cru-
saders. 
 
Junior High service at the Elmira Community Kitchen continues this year. We have already served over 100 
meals in September and October, with more every first Wednesday of the month.  We hope that all students 
will find the time to participate in this very personal service opportunity.  ND’s Junior High provides, cooks, 
and serves supper.  Another way for families to help is to contribute to our signature meal by donating Italian 
salad dressing, canned crushed tomatoes, or cash to help pay for the groceries. Thank you in advance for any 
help you can give us.   
 
Robotics has come to the Junior High!  First Tech Challenge Light is brought to our students by mentors Ms. 
Christina Laskowski, Mr. Bill Neidrich, Mr. Ken Martin, alum Matt Proper, and high school students John 
Bernatavitz and Matthew Rillorazza.  So far, our budding engineers have built prototypes for our collection 
piece, begun planning the lifting mechanism, and learned to drive the Vex robots.  We plan to build a robot to 
participate in scrimmaging in Rover Ruckus, this year’s First Tech Challenge project.  Our robot’s task will be 
to collect two different kinds of “mineral” samples from our “Martian” field. We hope to add more members 
to our team as word gets out about how much fun we are having and how much we are learning.  
 
We are delighted that many junior high students will be appearing in our school musical Shrek the Musical. 
Come and applaud our talented young performers—watch the Crusader Connection and the Weekly Update 
for dates and times. 
 
It’s hard to believe that we are beginning our second sports season of the year.  We salute all of our fall sports 
team members for a season of growth and good sportsmanship and wish our winter sports teams a season of 
blessings. 
 
I am honored that I am able to work in a school where the teachings of Jesus and Catherine McAuley drive all 
of our programs. I wish you all peace, contentment, and the joys of gratitude during this harvest season. 
 

Karen Jennings-Director Gr. 7 & 8              

Academic Advisor Gr.9 
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 Just a few short weeks ago, Notre Dame students were presented with a simple 
challenge to fill a plastic drinking cup with coins, to meet an established goal of 
collecting $5,000. Who would have imagined that in less than 1 
month their coins would total over $3,000?  
 
On Mercy Day, students learned of a tiny village named Mokaneh in 
Sierra Leone, Africa. Women and children in this village are forced to 
walk miles each day to retrieve dirty water from a contaminated water 
source. They have no choice. They need 
water. Without water all will perish. Yet, with 
drinking the contaminated water, 1 in 5 
children die; with the average lifespan of 46 
years due to water related illness.  
 
The solution to their problem is very simple: 
clean water.  We are proud to be working with 
an organization in Williamsville, NY, 
LetThemLOL. They are responsible for 
raising funds for placing 104 water wells in 
the war-ravaged country of Sierra Leone. We 
are committed to the funding of the 105th 
water well, to be placed in the village of 
Mokaneh, where 31 families are anxiously 
awaiting the drilling of their well.  
 
As I shared with students, throughout our 
lives, we may be blessed with opportunities 
to assist an individual or a family, and this is 
truly a rewarding experience. But we are 
rarely presented with the opportunity to save 
lives. Our water well will save innumerous 
lives. Our change will change a village. 
That’s pretty spectacular! 
 
Keep us in your prayers as we work to 
deliver our well by Christmas. 
And please pray for all who 
lack clean water. May we, who 
have so much, be instruments of 
hope for those who have so 
little. 
 

In faith, 
 

 
Marie McCaig                                                                                                                                         
                                                
Campus Minister     
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Nov. 1  All Saints Day 
 
Nov. 3  SAT 
  SHREK performance at St. Agnes, Epiphany, 
  Holy Family & SMOMs 
  Jr. High All State - Cornell University 
 
Nov. 6  Election Day 
 
Nov. 7  Soup Kitchen - Gr. 7 & 8  
   
 
Nov. 10  Shrek the Musical at 7 pm 
 
Nov. 11  Shrek the Musical at 2 pm 
 
Nov. 12  Veterans Day - No School 
 
Nov. 13  AMC -  Math 8 
 
Nov. 14  5:30 pm - 7 pm DISCOVER ND  
  Open House 
 
Nov. 16  Friendsgiving 
 
Nov. 17  Senior Area All State - Elmira 
 
Nov. 20  Race Bag Prep-NDHS Cafe 
 
Nov. 21-23  Thanksgiving Recess - No School 
 
Nov. 22  Turkey Day 5K  
 
Nov. 23  Elmira Parade 
 
Nov. 24  Parade of Lights   
 
Nov. 26  Chinese Acrobats 9 am 
  6th Grade visits   

Dec. 1   SAT 
 
Dec. 5  Soup Kitchen - Gr. 7 & 8 
 
Dec. 8  ACT 
  Feast of Immaculate Conception 
  Snowflake Ball 
 
Dec. 13  Elcor Christmas Shopping 
 
Dec. 14  Elcor Christmas Shopping 
   
 
Dec. 15  Contata Singers Rehearsal 4 pm 
 
Dec. 16  Contata Singers Concert 
 
Dec. 17  Christmas Concert 7 pm 
 
Dec. 21  Golden Mass 1:30 pm  
   
Dec. 24 - Jan.1 Winter Recess 
 
Dec. 25  Christmas 

November  
Lunch Menu 
Click here. 

Please remember student id number 
and first and last name must be noted 
in the memo line on your check to 
ensure your student account is         
credited properly. 

ND’s SCRIP PROGRAM  
It’s not only convenient, but it helps de-
crease your tuition! The Notre Dame Scrip 
Program is an easy way for you to help 
raise funds for the school on items you al-
ready buy: gifts, gas, hotels, and goods. 
Click here for the updated Scrip form and 
stop by the ND Main Office to purchase 
scrip on the spot. Plus; save money on next 
year’s tuition! 

FUNDRAISING  WHILE  YOU  SHOP!! 

file:///C:/Users/barkleym/Documents/Crusader Connection/November_2018_menu.pdf
https://www.notredamehighschool.com/uploads/3/9/2/1/39215583/nd__scrip_order_sheet__september_adjusted_margins.pdf
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9 AM START 

1400 Maple Avenue, Elmira NY 
 

To register online click here.   
Registration includes t-shirt for first 500 registrants 

Register by 10/31 to guarantee your shirt size! 
 

Packet P/U & On-Site registration—ND Gymnasium 
Wednesday, November 21st 5:00-7:00 pm & 
Thursday, November 22nd starting at 7:00 am 

 
 

For more information about the Turkey Day 5K please contact  
 

Race Directors Karen Charnetski & Steve Eller at  
TurkeyDay5K@notredamehighschool.com 

Notre Dame High School      1400 Maple Avenue       Elmira, NY 
     www.notredamehighschool.com 
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Join us on Thanksgiving morning!  

http://www.lightboxreg.com/notre-dame-turkey-day-5k_2018?func=&mobile=0
mailto:TurkeyDay5K@notredamehighschool.com
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How Advanced Placement and Dual Enrollment Courses Affect College Placement  

-Brett Moore 
As students enter their junior and senior year of studies, they have the opportunity to take 

advanced courses that may award college credits.  Advanced Placement (AP) and dual enroll-
ment (ACE or Seton Hall) programs offer students the chance to earn college credit while still a 
high school student.  These programs are fundamentally similar, but there are some differences 
students should be aware of when choosing between the two paths.  

 
Both AP and dual enrollment courses are taught by superb faculty members at NDHS.  The 

teachers are given approved course content to teach during the year either through the College 
Board (AP program) or through a partner university (Corning Community College or Seton Hall 
University).  Due to the advanced nature of these courses, both do carry heavier weights on a 
student’s high school transcript.  

 
For those students who take an AP course, a subject specific exam is given in May to test 

the student’s proficiency in the course(s) they have taken.  These are graded on a 1 – 5 scale.  
Earning a 4 or 5 on the AP exam will often earn college credits at colleges and universities, and 
some institutions will even award credit for earning a 3.  
 
 Dual enrollment courses do not have a year-end exam, other than the final exam for the 
course.  As these classes are approved by a specific university, the student’s final grade is re-
ported to the partnering college, and an official record is created for the student.  This will cre-
ate an official transcript, which the student can transfer to their college of choice.  
 
 During the admissions process, colleges and universities look for students who have chal-
lenged themselves in dual enrollment or AP course.  They understand the rigor of these classes 
outweighs a typical regents course and will reward that when making admissions decisions.  Ad-
missions officers are also aware of how many AP and dual enrollment courses Notre Dame has 
to offer and therefore know if you have challenged yourself to the utmost or just dabbled in a se-
lect subject area.  
 
 Not all colleges and universities will accept credit for dual enrollment courses since they 
can be selective about what they choose to offer credit for, but it is easy to find their policy 
online by searching their academic policies.  AP scores will not necessarily be awarded the same 
credit from school to school either.  The AP policies of college and universities can be found at 
this link from the College Board website:   

 
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/creditandplacement/search -credit-policies.   

  
 Transferring in credits does not necessarily mean you will have the opportunity to place 
out of courses at the college level.  Many times, these credits are used to fulfill “liberal arts” re-
quirements for graduation or sometimes replace basic, low -level courses.  For example, if you 
scored well on the AP Bio exam and qualified to transfer in three credits, it would not necessari-
ly mean that you do not have to take the college’s Biology 101 course.  You may still have to 
take it, and that is okay.  Your background in the advanced course taken during high school will 
give you the best foundation to do very well in your college course and have an easier adjust-
ment to the rigors of university study.  
 
 Most importantly, challenge yourself and push your academic limits.  You will be sur-

prised at how well you can do.  Should you have any questions please feel free to contact us in 

the Guidance Office.  We are always happy to help.  

FROM GUIDANCE - 

https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/creditandplacement/search-credit-policies
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Do You Need a Tissue? 
Sophomores in Theology 10 - Religions of the World recently learned about acts of kindness and a “charitable spirit”, 

known as Zakah in Islam. Students practiced their own charitable spirt by donating and then distributing decorated    

boxes of tissues throughout the school. Their good efforts were caught on film! 

Are you interested in entering the STEM field? If so, then an internship at Corn-
ing's Sullivan Park is a great way to gain some experience. Sullivan Park is Corn-
ing Incorporated's main research center. Scientists from all over the world work at 
the center to do research ranging from cell biology to mathematical modeling.   
 
This past summer, I was a research intern at Corning's Sullivan Park for six 
weeks in the Modeling and Scientific Computing department. While I was there, I 
utilized machine learning techniques with programming languages such as 
MATLAB and Python in order to create stronger car filters. As a high school in-
tern, I worked closely with my mentor, Matthew DeMartino, who offered me 
guidance.  
 
However, I also had independence. Mr. DeMartino was always willing to help, 
but he also let me do projects on my own. Furthermore, I felt as if my work actu-
ally mattered to the company, as I actively took part in project/department meet-

ings. The Corning employees were extremely respectful; they did not treat me like a high school intern 
who had no idea what he was doing.   
 
In addition to giving me the opportunity to do real research in a specific field, Corning gave me the 
opportunity to explore other areas of research. Mr. DeMartino set up interviews for me with employees 
from different departments, including the chemistry and biology departments, so that I could have a 
better idea of other career paths.   
 
My six-week research internship at Corning's Sullivan Park was one of the most educational experi-
ences in my life. I want to thank Corning and Matthew DeMartino again for giving me this opportuni-
ty. If this opportunity sounds intriguing to you, applications open this winter, so keep an eye out for 
that! 

SUMMER INTERNSHIP AT CORNING INC 
- DEREK TSANG’19 


