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Happy New Year! 

  Elmira, New York 

 Get connected! 

Connection 

January  2019 
 Crusader  

The 

Volume 14 Issue 5 

Message from the president Emeritus -  

 
 

Blessings upon your hope for your today. 
Blessings upon your healing of your yesterdays. 

Blessings upon your continued dreams for your future. 
Blessings upon the Loved ones you have today. 

Blessings upon your ancestors who made the way. 
Blessings upon you and yours for the next seven generations. 

So that your light continues to shine in the darkness. 
So that you may show us the beauty within your soul. 

So that our world might be made brighter because you are. 
May you be kept warm in the arms of Love. 

May your Harvest grant you a season of rest and renewal. 
May you remember the goodness that you are. 

STARKING School for the Ministry

        -Sister Mary Walter Hickey, RSM-President Emeritus

 

CONFERENCE DAY 
 

Monday, Jan. 28th   
No School 

From the Principal’s Desk —  
 
I always like the beginning of the new year because it motivates me to revisit forgotten goals as well as 

tackle new possibilities.  I’m pleased with the great start that Notre Dame’s students, faculty, and staff have 

had so far in 2019. Following are some of the highlights: 

In only their second year in existence, ND’s Science Olympiad team began 2019 with a bang, taking a 

second place overall finish at the Carnegie Melon, Science Olympiad Invitational, earning medals 

in 14 of the 23 events.  Our Robotics team is also off to a strong after receiving their marching 

orders for their upcoming competition in March, working tirelessly after school and on the week-

ends.   

Thanks to the efforts of our guidance and technology departments collaborating with Mr. Palla-

dino, students were for the first time able to request their courses for the next school year 

online.  The academic advisors will still meet with students individually to ensure they are sched-

uled for the correct courses to suit their needs and keep them on track.  This not only helps stream-

line the process, but it gives us an opportunity to clearly assess where our students needs are, as 

well as determine the demand for new courses we have proposed including coding, business, his-

tory, and some additional science classes. 

We’re also ready to begin accepting re-registration forms for the upcoming year.  This year, I’m 

pleased to announce that we will make re-registration available online.  

We also welcomed a new teacher to our math department.  Mrs. Greco replaced Mr. Hakes in 

teaching Algebra II, Statistics, Introduction to College Algebra, and Honors Calculus.  Despite 

coming in mid-year AND just before midterms, Mrs. Greco has been enthusiastic in learning 

about her students’ needs and customizing her lesson plans to help them have a successful second 

semester. 

Finally, even our cafeteria crew continues to deliver new offerings.  Breakfast has moved beyond 

simply bagels. Hot breakfasts are now being served beginning at 7:45AM each day.  The fruit 

smoothies now featured in the lunch line have also proven to be a hit.  For those needing to refuel 

throughout the day or after school, the food vending machine will now be fully stocked, comple-

mented by a  nice new beverage vending machine.    

Steve Jobs had a mindset, that if you hire the right people, then you should get out of their way and let 

them flourish.  I feel blessed and fortunate to work alongside an incredible team of people who like to gen-

erate new ideas and take chances for the benefit of Notre Dame and our students.  I wish everyone at Notre 

Dame at terrific year.   
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Special New Year’s greetings from Sister Mary Walter 

Deborah Franklin, Principal 
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Gr. 7 & 8 News -  
 
Congratulations to you all—we are just about to complete our first semester, including midterms, and start spring se-
mester with renewed energy and a fresh outlook.   

 
Hopefully you, both students and parents, are all using School Tool to track your student’s accomplish-
ments.  All students participated in course selection on School Tool for the 2019-20 school year before 
exams, so we know that all of their accounts were open and functioning. We will meet with each stu-
dent individually to go over choices.  Later in the spring, 8th graders will have guidance meetings that 
include parents wherein we set goals for the future and plan their high school careers. No course selec-
tions are final until teachers have made their recommendations, pre-requisites have been met, 
and parents have signed the selection sheet after the individual guidance meeting. 
 

As exam scores and the January report card become available, it’s the perfect time for a conversation about school with 
your student.  For openers, you can ask if he or she is happy with the report card, and then ask what goals he or she has 
for the second semester work. If your student is unhappy with his or her performance, a good question to ask is what he 
or she could do to improve. With access to assignment grades available 24/7, we hope that all of our students and fami-
lies are able to monitor student progress. If you are having any trouble with School Tool access, please contact me or 
Nick Allington, Director of IT.  With spring coming, even though it may not look like it out there, now is the perfect 
time to discuss hopes and dreams for the rest of the school year, for high school, and even for life. Remember that we 
are all here to help, if you or your student needs some direction or assistance for how to accomplish those short or long-
term hopes and dreams. 
  
Tuesday, February 5, is the beginning of the Chinese New Year celebration for the 
Year of the Pig. We try to make our Chinese exchange students feel especially wel-
comed and part of our ND family. It’s a big holiday time for them and they are half-
way around the world from their own families. We will wear red shirts on Tuesday, 
2/5, and we will have the Fourth Annual Dumpling Competition on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 13, after school.   This year the 6th graders from Holy Family and St. Mary Our 
Mother will be joining us in our celebration on the 5th. We are so fortunate to have 
exchange students who learn about our culture and are happy to share their culture 
with us. 
 
If you have any concerns, especially about report cards or the new semester, please 
email me. 
 
We look forward to much success in the Spring 2019 semester.  
 
Karen Jennings, Director 7th & 8th Grade Program, Academic Adviser 7,8,9 

An Announcement from Notre Dame…. 

 

Please be aware that our main office staff is readily available and happy to 

assist students and parents in communicating with one another in emergency 

situations.   However, we hope you will do your best to limit calls so as not to 

interrupt instructional time.   We do realize and understand that, at times, a last minute call 

may be unavoidable.  

Please be sure to contact the Main Office if your student is out ill.  Thank you for your support 

and understanding.  It is appreciated. 



3  

 

Campus Ministry - 
 
My tree is still up. I am waiting for the time to actually sit down in the living room 

and enjoy it; to have an hour or two to simply be with the lovely ornaments, in the 

sparkling lights, in the spirit of the season. To simply be. I remember when our 5 

children were young and my life was consumed with diapers and toys, 

fingerprints and spills, rising temperatures and falling tears. I often 

thought, “When these kids are grown up, I will miss my babies, but, oh, 

how I will love my free time! All the things I will have time to do!”  

Somehow, I miscalculated. Life only seems to get busier as I age. Or is it 

that it takes me twice as long to do what I once did in a jiffy? For whatever 

the reason, I need to realign my faith with my actions. My New Years’s resolution is to be more aware of the time that 

God has given me; to not waste precious moments, to feed my soul more, to seek God more than the world.                     

Pray for me!                                                                                                                                                                                       

Marie McCaig                                                                                                                                                                        

Campus Minister 
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Jan 26  Snowball 8-11 pm 
 
Jan 27  Catholic School Week 
 
Jan 28  Conference Day—No School

Feb 5        Chinese New Year  
         6th Gr. Visitors from HF & SMOMs 
 
Feb 6         Soup Kitchen Gr. 7 & 8 
 
Feb 7        NHS Flower Sale 2/7-2/13 
           
Feb 9        ACT 
 
Feb 11        Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes 
 
Feb 12        Sophomore Retreat 
 
Feb 13         Dumpling Competition 
                                                                                            
Feb 14        Valentine’s Day 

 WINTER SCHOOL CLOSING INFO 
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FROM THE GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT 
 
Testing Results Updates 
Both Freshmen and Junior Classes had guidance sessions to review their results from the October 
Administration of the PSAT/NMSQT and the PSAT 8/9. Students were introduced to Khan Academy as a SAT 
preparation resource. This is a wonderful free and personalized resource, as it links directly with the PSAT 
results students received via their College Board account. Juniors were encouraged to link their College Board 
and Khan Academy accounts. 
 
Junior parents interested in learning more about the PSAT Score Report, please click here:                                          
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt-psat-10/scores 

 

Freshmen parents interested in learning more about the PSAT 8/9 Score Report, please click 
here:  https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-8-9/scores 

 
For an instructional PowerPoint for linking your student’s College Board Account with 
Khan Academy please visit: 
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/ppt/linking-college-board-khan-academy-accounts-presentation.ppt 

 

Don’t forget to apply for financial aid!   
January is Financial Aid month for college-bound Seniors and their parents and we want to make sure you’re on the 
right track. The FAFSA is to be filled out online at www.fafsa.ed.gov and should be done as soon as possible. 
Colleges ask that the FAFSA and any other financial aid forms be submitted by their priority deadline. This 
information will be published on the institution's website. It is extremely beneficial to submit all materials by the 
deadline date, as it assures your student the greatest chance of receiving a grant or scholarship. 

Filling out the FAFSA may seem confusing to some, but if you click the link below and follow these helpful tips it 
will ensure a straightforward and easy process: https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa 

College Applications 

Mrs. Barron was able to send another wave of college applications out for Seniors before Christmas break. Thank you 
to those who have been punctual in submitting transcript request forms. As a reminder, students are required to fill out 
a Transcript Request Form (paper copy) and hand it to Mrs. Barron. This process is very important in ensuring that 
your information is sent to the proper place in the proper time. Any student who has a February 1st deadline and has 
not filled out a transcript request form yet should see their counselor as soon as possible. Transcript request forms 
must be turned in 10 school days before an application deadline for timely submission. 

Students are encouraged to verify that the colleges they applied to have all necessary paperwork to make an 
admission decision. Some colleges will send letters or emails confirming your student’s file, but some do not. 
You should never hesitate to call the colleges if you are not sure if they have received all necessary 
documents. As always, Mrs. Barron is available should you have any questions or concerns. 
 

Midyear Reports 

Please know that the Guidance Office will be submitting a mid-year report to all schools that students have 
submitted a transcript request form for, and that there is no need to request this additional report be sent. The 
mid - year reports will be sent prior to the winter recess in February, once all of the first semester grades are in 
and rank and GPA have been recalculated. Colleges may send out letters or emails saying that midyear reports 
are due. Please keep in mind that our mid- year point is later than  other high schools that start in August and 
colleges sometimes forget this. Midyears will be sent out as soon as they can be.                                                                                                       
               

The Notre Dame Guidance Department operates on an Open Door Policy;  

stop by anytime with any questions or concerns. 

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt-psat-10/scores
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt-psat-10/scores
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-8-9/scores
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/ppt/linking-college-board-khan-academy-accounts-presentation.ppt
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
https://studentaid.ed.gov/fafsa/filling-out?sf35124081=1
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa
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GOLDEN MASS 
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GOLDEN MASS 
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Congratulations to Cadet Senior Master Sergeant Jack Vakiener, class of 2023, on being named Civil Air 
Patrol - Twin Tiers Cadet Squadron NY 283’s Cadet of the Year. This prestigious award is given annually 
to a member of Civil Air Patrol who has earned service points in the areas of leadership, CAP promotions, 
participation in squadron activities, and volunteer service. Jack attained the award by earning a squadron 
record of over 200 points, and follows in the footsteps of his CAP mentor who was the inaugural winner of 
the award. Civil Air Patrol, is part of a nation-wide, volunteer branch of the United States Air Force.  As a 
cadet unit, CAP focuses on three primary missions including Cadet Programs, Aerospace Education, and 
Emergency Services to area youth, ages 12-21. Additionally, cadets are expected to uphold the 4 core val-
ues of CAP including integrity, excellence, respect, and volunteering. As members, cadets are trained to be 
leaders in the community through Air Force style customs and courtesies, learn to fly Civil Air Patrol air-
craft under the supervision of highly trained instructors, and have the opportunity to serve their community 
through search and rescue missions, as well as other community service activities.  
 
Jack was excited and humbled to earn the Cadet of the Year award given during CAP’s annual Christmas 
dinner hosted at the Glenn Curtis Museum in Hammondsport, NY. He is currently working to continue his 
education and service to Civil Air Patrol by participating in the Squadron’s color guard, cyber patriot com-
petition, and is eagerly exploring his membership in the Harris Hill Jr. Glider Program, where he antici-
pates earning his solo glider pilot license in the spring of 2019.                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Congratulations Jack Vakiener -  Civil Air Patrol Cadet of the Year 

 
For my senior internship, I worked with the Waverly Police Depart-
ment.  The Officer I worked with was Brian West. On my first day, 
I was given a bulletproof vest to wear during my time there. I 
worked Sundays 9-3 pm for 10 weeks. We did lots of interesting 
things and I  learned a lot like how to call in license plates, and what 
the letters mean, for example, A means Adam, B means Boy and C 
means Charles and so on. We did property checks on houses, some 
were abandon some were not. I learned how to write tickets for ve-
hicle traffic stops and for parking violations, which was my favorite 
part. Some Sundays were slower than others, but there was never a 
dull moment, it was not all serious all the time, we had fun working 
as a team. Being a Police Officer is something I continue to see my-
self doing in the future after college.  

SENIOR INTERNSHIP WITH WAVERLY POLICE DEPARTMENT 
     - RACHELLE WILLIAMS’19 

ND Jr. High students Joey Bernatavitz and Kevin Green, 
along with the Elmira Jackals Youth Hockey Travel Bantam 
Ice Hockey team, went to Lake Placid recently for the Mira-
cle on Ice Tournament.   After three games, the team was 
undefeated going into the championship against rival Bing-
hamton Devils.  In a come from behind victory, the team 
won 4-3 for the gold.   Bernatavitz scored the game tying 
goal and Green had an assist on the game winning goal.   
 
Having an experience of a lifetime, the team played in the 
Olympic Center. Olympic Center is the same rink where the 
Miracle on Ice happened when the USA men’s ice hockey 
team came from behind to beat Russia 4-3 in the 1980 
Olympics.    

Kevin Green #13 Defenseman   
Joey Bernatavitz #33                    

Winger 

Jr. High Crusaders Joey Bernatavitz & Kevin Green  
Have an Experience of A Lifetime 

Kudos -  

For more information on Civil Air Patrol check out Twin Tiers Cadet Squadron at:  www.NY283.org 

http://www.NY283.org
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Kudos -  

Kylee Bakley - For my silver award project I created and imple-
mented an art program for children in the underserved community 
of Elmira, NY. I partnered with Elmira School System Summer 
Meals for Kids and Catholic Charities at Blandford Park at the 
eastside neighborhood of Elmira, during July and August. After 
the children eat lunch the organizers found that they had nothing 
for them to do. This is where I came in. I would have a different art 
project with different mediums for every camp. I selected this project because I love art and children. I was very excit-
ed to design and implement an art program for children who normally wouldn't be exposed to such opportunities. In 
order to financially support my program for the purchase of materials, I decided to supplement the cost by collecting 
recyclables and using the deposit money to pay for the art supplies that I needed. I was able to raise enough money to 
give each child their own art bag filled with art supplies to take home at the end of the summer.  

When I came up with the idea of the art camp for children for my Silver Award, I thought to myself how much of a 
positive impact that it would have on kids. However, I never dreamed that I would ever get so much out of it personally 
in return.  Kylee's Kids - Art in the Park was such a success that Chatholic Charities has asked me to continue it every 
summer. I also hope that other Notre Dame students will join me next summer in this rewarding experience. 

Freshmen Kylee Bakley & Emmalie Barkley                                        
Earn Girl Scout Silver Awards 

Emmalie Barkley - For my project I worked with two other Girl Scouts from my 
Troop #40183 to build a “Little Free Library” at the Community Park in Big Flats. 
The Little Free Library is a little wooden weather proof house, with a shelf that 
can hold books.  Before building the “Little Free Library”, we had to put together a 
presentation and go before the Big Flats Town Board for approval.  After receiving 
permission from the town, we got to work!  We collected donations to help cover 
some of the costs of our supplies and also looked through wood we already owned 
that could be used for our project.  It took us the summer to complete the project 
and, on September 23, we were ready to install the library and fill it with our book 
donations!   People can take the books for free and donate old books they no long-
er read.  Books for all ages have been placed in this Little Free Library.  It can 
range from younger kids just reading picture books to older adults reading a six-
hundred page story.  We thought it would be nice for visitors at the park who 
might like to sit and read a book.  We have been surprised at how often we need to 
help with restocking it with donations. 

Kylee working with children attending the park program. 

Emmalie stocking the Little Free Library. 

* 

* 


