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The 

Message from the president emerita-  
 

On Tuesday, September 24, we celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of Mercy, the feast 
chosen by Catherine McAuley, the founder of the Sisters of Mercy, to be our 
patronal feast.  
 
She chose Mercy because there was a need for it – a need then and a need for today. 
Mercy calls us to be compassionate, to be empathetic, and to respond to the needs of 
others. It is a call to action. 
 
In 19th Century Ireland, when Catherine founded the Sisters of Mercy, it was a time 
of urbanization. With people moving into cities, there was much poverty, women 
were abused and children were neglected. She saw the plight of the poor, especially 
women and children. She responded to this need by setting up a House on Baggot 
Street in Dublin. She said, ―The poor don’t need help tomorrow or next week, they 
need it now‖ and she used her own resources to help them. 
 
Catherine never turned persons in need away but continued to care for them in a 
loving, patient way. This was a true example of Mercy in her service to others. 
 
Jesus talked to us about that kind of service in the gospels especially when he spoke 
to his wrangling apostles when the Mother of James and John asked the favor of 
special seating in the Kingdom of Heaven. He answered by telling them that it was 
not for him to decide but for His Father. They were challenged to follow his example 
NOT TO BE SERVED BY OTHERS BUT TO SERVE. 
 
How can we combine Catherine’s commitment to service and the gospel message? 
We can do so by following the words she gave her friends in community. ―There are 
three things which the poor prize more highly than gold, tho’ they cost the donor 
nothing; among these are the kind word, the gentle compassionate look and the 
patient hearing of sorrows.‖ 
 
A Kind Word: Encouraging another when there is doubt; Asking a person how they 
are doing and mean it; Telling another that you are so sorry to hear about their 
troubles and responding to their immediate need. 
 
A Gentle Look: Making another feel loved and welcome; not being indignant or 
exasperated; not being haughty or cliquey giving the impression that you are better 
than the other, but by being gentle, loving and kind. 
 
Patient Listening: How many times do you have to hear the same story when you 
are visiting? A gentle listening ear makes a big difference to a lonely person. 
 
So let’s make kind words, gentle looks and patient listening a goal for this school 
year and remember like Catherine we are called not to be served by others, but to 
serve. In doing this our school and our world will be a reflection of God’s abundant 
mercy. 
 
We also need to continue to pray as Catherine prayed for the sick and the injured. 
Please keep Nick Viselli and his family in your prayers. A Mass of healing will be 
held on Sunday, September 22, at Saint Patrick’s Church in Elmira at 5:00 pm. All 
our welcome to attend. 

- Sister Mary Walter Hickey, RSM- President Emerita 

To view Notre Dame  
athletic schedules click here. 
GO Crusaders! 

https://www.schedulegalaxy.com/
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From the Desk of The Head of School —  
 

At the start of each new school year, the Student Council officers choose a theme song to serve as an 
inspiration through the next ten months.   I was pleased to learn that this year’s song would be, ―I’m 
A Believer‖. Sure, it is a ―feel good‖ song that is upbeat, positive, and has a catchy tune.  Beyond 
that, the belief of our Notre Dame family in God and in each other continues to shine.  Over the past 
few weeks, our faith has been tested, and our prayer warriors have come out in full force.  I witnessed 
first-hand the belief in our students, their parents and other community members in the power of 
prayer as a group on short notice gathered in the auditorium to pray for a fellow student who needed 
God’s grace to heal him.  I had the opportunity to attend Mass with others from school to honor a 
colleague’s husband whom she lost two years ago.  When I attended his funeral shortly after I started at Notre Dame 
HS, I felt the love and support of so many from the school who attended.   Just before the start of the school year, our 
faculty and staff responded to my request for prayers as we asked for His grace once again to heal a member of our 
own family.  I believe in the unity of Notre Dame and know that feeling of comfort and closeness will strengthen us. 

I also believe in our students.  Last week, I peeled off the large paper posted on the bulletin board in the main hallway 
on which our graduating seniors signed their college intentions just over two months ago.  This past week, I have 
enjoyed learning how they have settled in their new environments and began classes last week.  It is bittersweet for me 
to think of them scattered in various places away from Notre Dame, but I am excited about what their future holds.    
 
I believe in new opportunities and look forward to the coming year.  Now that I have two years in knowing Notre 
Dame, I believe in the potential of our students, in and outside of the classroom.   I believe in their power to continue 
the legacy of Notre Dame. 
 
Thank you all for your continued support.  I believe this is going to be an incredible year!   With that being said,  it is 
my sincere pleasure to introduce three new members of our Notre Dame faculty and staff.  Katie Lilley’97, returns to 
NDHS as our new Director of Advancement.  Although she only recently began, she has already been hard at work in 
planning the annual McAuley Dinner as well as making preparations for upcoming fundraisers.  Look for some 
changes in the coming year!  I also want to welcome Greg Stone, who will be joining our math and science 
departments.  Mr. Stone is an experienced teacher who will be teaching Algebra I, Calculus and Physics.   Welcome, 
Mr. Stone! Finally, Donna Symonds has been a delightful addition to our food services crew and wears a constant 
smile. 
 
There are also some changes among our current faculty and staff:   
 
 Susie Vertoske will continue to manage the front office while also assuming the new responsibilities of taking 
 attendance and serving as my administrative assistant.   
 
 Theresa Tobey will continue to work in the business office alongside Ms. Lilley.  In addition, Ms. Tobey 
 will serve as an assistant to Joe Palladino with regards to athletic scheduling and correspondence.  Also,  Ms. 
 Lilley and Ms. Tobey will begin selling SCRIP cards in their offices. 
 
 Brett Moore will continue to work in the guidance office but will no longer be in the classroom.  Instead, he 
 will now serve as our new Enrollment Coordinator, helping Notre Dame not only attract newcomers to our 
 school but help sustain the students we already have.   
 
 Jessica Ryan will continue to teach 7th grade theology but will now also work in our marketing department, 
 utilizing her master’s degree in that field.   Look for changes to our website in the coming months.   
                                                                                                                                                                                           
 Deb Fredo will divide her time between helping provide individualized instruction for our students and teaching 
 along with facilitating curriculum development.  Specifically, Ms. Fredo will aid administration in the data 
 analysis of student performance, collaborate with our teachers in creating a curriculum map and identify areas 
 where we can make improvements. 

- Deborah Franklin-Head of School 
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7th and 8th Grade - 
 
My favorite September sound is the ringing of happy student voices echoing over the ND campus after school.  

Welcome back!  All the junior high students have already learned so much. Besides a big leap right into academics, 

they figured out their schedules in all of five minutes, learned locker combinations and lunch codes, and made new 

friends. They have all of their many supplies; please be sure that all of their gear, including calculators and PE 

uniforms, is labeled with their names.  

 

Without delay, our students eagerly jumped right in to extra-curricular activities.  We have junior high students 

trying out for our fall musical Tuck Everlasting, playing on sports teams, and beginning the design for our new 

FIRST Tech Challenge robot for the SKYSTONESM season, presented by Qualcomm. Lisa Miller, the coordinator of 

Youth Court for the City of Elmira, will be with us all day on Wednesday, September 18, to speak to students about 

joining Youth Court. Applications will be available then and in the Main Office.  Youth Court is an incredible 

experience for all students grades 7-12.  ND students have been involved in Elmira Youth Court since it first started 

and Horseheads has a Youth Court as well. Please check the weekly update every week and encourage your student 

to listen for announcements of other clubs and activities every morning. 

 

Our teachers are actively using School Tool, and we hope that you are as well. If you are new to ND, you should 

have received an email from School Tool Account, to the email that you used to register your student. The email 

contained your temporary password and instructions to set up your account.  If you have trouble with access, please 

contact me, jenningsk@notredamehighschool.com. 

 

We are looking forward to Mercy Day, Tuesday, September 24, as we unite with  all of the other schools sponsored 

by the Sisters of Mercy to rejoice in prayer and set the tone of our Mercy mission for the school year.  We’ll be 

having an assembly too! We hope that all of you will join us in celebrating, by attending our assembly from 8:30 AM

-9:10AM in the auditorium, by asking your student(s) to share the joy of the assembly when they get home, and by 

participating in our Mercy activities throughout the year.  

 

Spirit Week, culminating in Homecoming, is being planned—watch your emails and the Weekly Update and hall 

postings for the scoop on all the fun! Spirit Week Dates:  September 30-October 4. 

 

Welcome to all of you to the Notre Dame Community, 2019-20. 

 
            Karen Jennings—Director Gr. 7 & 8  

           Academic Advisor 7,8,9 

mailto:jenningsk@notredamehighschool.com
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CAMPUS MINISTRY  
 
Dear Notre Dame Family- 
 
As we enter into our new school year, I can think of nothing more critical to our mission 
than prayer!  
     Lord, give us a spirit of openness, understanding and patience.  
     Bless all the members of this school community as we begin this new year. 
     Bless all the benefactors of this school for their generosity and belief in our mission.      
     Bless all the parents and guardians who are our partners in this educational endeavor. 
     Help each of us to grow closer to you in our daily interactions. 
     Be with all those who feel alienated in our school community.  
     Help us to always live, play and pray with charity in our hearts.  
     Be with us when we grow weary and anxious. 
     Send your spirit into our hallways, our classrooms and our hearts. 
     Be with us on the field, on the track, on the court and in the gym. 
     May we honor you with our gifts of music and art. 
     Help us to be grateful for the food we will receive and those who will prepare. 
     Protect, guide and uplift our administration, teachers and staff. 
     Bless the Sisters of Mercy, here at Notre Dame and throughout the world. 
     And send your Holy Mother to intercede for all of our needs. 
      
     Amen. 
 
        Blessings and in prayerful anticipation for the best year ever, 
          Marie McCaig,                                            
          Campus Minister 

Mass of Healing for Nicholas Viselli  
 

Sunday, September 22 
 

St. Patrick’s Church at 5 pm 
604 Park Place, Elmira, NY 

 
All are welcome to attend and 
pray for Nick’s continued heal-
ing and recovery. 

 
Please be aware that students of Notre Dame wishing to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation 
must complete Confirmation preparation at their parish.  We have been asked by parishes within 
Chemung County to share the following information as a courtesy to our ND families.  The di-
ocesan Confirmation preparation process is a two-year program.  If you have a student entering 
8th grade (or is in 9-12 grades, but has not celebrated the sacrament of Confirmation), they are 
eligible to begin the preparation process this fall. 
 

MOST HOLY NAME OF JESUS FAITH FORMATION 
The Parish of the Most Holy Name of Jesus is requesting that you submit your registration for Confirmation to the parish office.  
For more information, or to receive a First Year Registration Mailing, please call the parish office at 607-733-3484. 
 
ST. MARY OUR MOTHER CONFIRMATION PREPARATION 
To register your student for Confirmation at St. Mary Our Mother please contact the St. Mary Our Mother Faith Formation De-
partment at 739-8214 or via email at smomfaithformation@gmail.com, and a registration form will be sent to you. 

MERCY DAY 
 

SEPTEMBER 
24 

                         

CELEBRATE 
WITH US! 

mailto:smomfaithformation@gmail.com
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September at a Glance 

 
 
Sept 14  ACT    
 
Sept 15  Tri-M Music Honors Society Induction Ceremony 
  at 4pm 
 
Sept 16  Save Around Sale Begins 
 
Sept 24  Feast of Our Lady of Mercy 
 
Sept 26  Dine to Donate at Texas Roadhouse 4 pm –10 pm 
 
Sept 30  Spirit Week 

Oct 2  Soup Kitchen Gr. 7 & 8 
 
Oct 3  Homecoming Bonfire 
 
Oct 4  Homecoming Pep Rally 
  
Oct 7  Sophomore cookie Dough   
  Fundraiser 
 
Oct. 8  McAuley Award Dinner 
 
Oct. 10  Crusader Welcome Night 
 
Oct 11   Class of 1969 Reunion  
 
Oct 14  Columbus Day 
 
Oct 16   Testing Day PSAT (9), PreAct(10),  
  PSAT/NMSQT (11), SAT (12) 
  Gr. 7 & 8 Field Trips  
 
Oct 21  Sophomore Cookie Dough Fundraiser  
  Ends      
 
Oct 22  Freshman Poinsettia Sale 
 
Oct 23  National Chinese Honor Society Fall  
  Induction Ceremony 
 

NOTRE DAME PARENT COMMITMENT 

Notre Dame 64
th 

Homecoming! 
 

Notre Dame vs. Thomas A. Edison 
Kickoff @ 7pm  

As the cost of educating a student at Notre Dame is not completely 
covered through tuition, our school relies on parents or guardians to 
commit themselves to making up the difference between the actual 
cost of education and tuition income. Each family is provided the 

opportunity to participate in a variety of ways either during school hours or 
outside of school hours - the  Advancement Office coordinates the efforts of 
our dedicated parents and guardians. 

If you have not signed up for your volunteer assignment, please contact Mrs. 
Barkley to express your commitment at ndparentcoordina-
tor@notredamehighschool.com.  You will be contacted if your commitment 
has not been expressed by September 30,  2019. 

As always, the option for helping Notre Dame make up the difference be-
tween education and tuition is to become a Super  Crusader - a single dona-
tion of $1,200 will be gratefully accepted through the Advancement Office. 

http://www.jostens.com/
mailto:ndparentcoordinator@notredamehighschool.com
mailto:ndparentcoordinator@notredamehighschool.com


6  
Page 6-September 2019 The Crusader Connection 

FROM THE GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT - 
The 2019-2020 Academic Handbook is on the Notre Dame website. Parents and students are encouraged to down-
load/print a copy as it is filled with important information. To find this document, simply click here.  
 
College Application Process  
The Guidance Office will be submitting college applications and relevant documentation through NAVIANCE. Sen-
iors are encouraged to: 1) Establish a Common Application Account 2) Log into their school-provided NAVIANCE 
account 3) Link Common Application Account with NAVIANCE Account. Mrs. Barron will be meeting with all of 
the seniors and reviewing this process. 4) Seniors are also encouraged to begin asking for Letters of Recommenda-
tion to be used in the college application process. A completed Personal Facts Sheet or Resume is helpful for seeking 
these letters.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Notre Dame Guidance Department operates on an Open Door Policy, which encourages students to stop by for help and guidance with 

academic issues and concerns as well as any other topic. 

SAT & ACT TEST DATES 

September 24 
9 am      Le Moyne College 
10 am    St. John Fisher College 
1:30 pm Allegheny College 
 
September 25 
12:00 pm  Mercyhurst University 
1:30 pm    Keuka College 
 
September 26 @ 10 am  Binghamton University 
 
September 30 @ 10:45 am  University of Pittsburgh at 
Bradford 
 
October 1 
10 am Arnot School of Nursing 
11:15 am University of Albany   
 
October 7  
9 am SUNY Alfred State College 
11 am Hobart & William Smith College  

 
October 9 @ 9 am SUNY College at Geneseo 
 
October 17 
8:30 am SUNY College at Brockport 
11:45 am Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 
 
October 18  
9 am Canisius College 
1 pm Elmira College   
 
October 22 @ 11:30 am Rochester Institute of Technology 
 
October 24 @ 9 am St. Lawrence University 
 

October 29 @ 11 am Corning Community College 
 
November 1 @ 10:30 am Niagara University 
 
November 5 @ 11:30 am University of Tampa  

 
SCHEDULED COLLEGE VISITS 

https://www.notredamehighschool.com/academics-1
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Greg Stone, who joined the staff of Notre Dame this year, has from an early age loved sci-
ence, earned two degrees in Liberal Arts & Science and Chemical Technology from Corning 
Community College. He began his undergraduate work at Binghamton University, earning his 
BS in Liberal Arts (Physics concentration) from Excelsior College in Albany.  He has since 
taken numerous graduate courses in education, chemistry and astronomy and is currently work-
ing on his Master’s Degree in astronomy from American Military University. 
 
Greg began his career by teaching physics and chemistry in 1996 at Monroe Academy for Busi-
ness and Law in the Bronx, New York City. Since then, he has taught science at Hornell, Wa-
verly, and in the Corning-Painted Post school district. 
 
He resides in Big Flats where he indulges in his favorite hobbies: sailing, astronomy, garden-

ing, books, learning foreign languages, robotics, history… et alia. 

Donna Symonds  worked for the Department of Corrections for the past fifteen years.  During her 
first twelve years, she served as the Secretary to the Steward at the Facility of Elmira Correctional 
Facility.  She has a grown son, Roy Trimmer. After fifteen years, Donna made the decision to retire 
and took a year off before looking for something to do with her time that had purpose.  She had been 
told they were looking for a ―lunch lady‖ here at Notre Dame,. ―I called and here I am. I love what I 
am doing and I really love the ladies I am working with,‖ commented Donna. 

Katie Lilley, is a 1997 Graduate of Notre Dame High School who went on to complete her As-
sociates of Applied Science Degree in Math/Science from Corning Community College in the 
winter of 1999.  From there, she transferred to Bloomsburg University in Bloomsburg PA and 
graduated with her Bachelors degree in Marketing.  Following graduation from Bloomsburg, 
Katie moved back into the Elmira area where she began working for the Star-Gazette and the 
Press & Sun-Bulletin.  She held several positions while there, with her final position being the 
Sales & Marketing Manager.  In 2008, she began her career in the banking industry where she 
successfully managed three different banks.  Katie’s most recent position was with M&T Bank 
where she was Multi-Site Branch Manager/Assistant Vice President.                                                                                                                 

Over time, Katie has found that she has a steadfast passion for helping others.  Most recently, 
during her time of transition prior to starting with Notre Dame High School, she helped coordi-
nate a benefit for Wreaths Across America.  This benefit not only helped to raise some aware-
ness for the cause but also helped to lay more wreathes on the headstones of the dedicated veter-
ans that deserve to be honored at the holidays.  Katie has always felt that this drive to help others 
started with her high school years at Notre Dame.  She always enjoyed helping with Golden 
Mass, and the feeling that she felt inside when she was able to deliver those packages right be-
fore Christmas was wonderful.  For that, she feels that her career has come full circle and that 
she is home. 

Director of Advancement  
& Alumni Relations 

Science & Math Teacher 

Food Services Assistant 
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KUDOS 

Congratulations to 
Madelyn Crossley who 
recently received the 
Grand Champion award 
at the State Fair when 
competing with her dog, 
Belle.  Madelyn has 
been training dogs since 
she was in the 2nd 
grade.  At age 8, she 
competed for the first 
time with her beloved 
dog Jeffery, bringing 
home a few blue rib-
bons.  She started train-
ing her current dog, 
Foxy Lady Belle, when 
Belle was 6 weeks old, with her 4-H club Wonder Woofs 
in Chemung County.  Over the past 4 years, Madelyn and 
Belle have competed at the county and state level. When 
winning the Grand Champion award, they competed in 
the Novice Agility (level 4) competition.   

Congratulations to Cait Steed and Gwen 
Harrington on their acceptance to the 
NYSSMA All State Treble Chorus! They 
will perform at the Eastman Kodak Thea-
ter on December 7th, 2019. You make 
Notre Dame proud!  

School Lunch Information  
 
The Notre Dame cafeteria sells hot lunches 
during all three lunch periods. The menu 
features a selection of 2 to 3 main choices 
daily, plus fruit and vegetables. Menus for 
each month can be found on the ND 
website.  
 
Each lunch costs $3.75 per person and includes an entrée, 
and 3 sides. Parents/Guardians are encouraged to send in a 
check, made payable to Notre Dame High School, for $75, 
to cover the cost of 20 lunches.  Please note in the memo 
line of your check,  your child’s first and last name and 
student id number. 
 
The cafeteria also has a snack shack where chips, cookies 
and ice cream are sold. The snack shack is cash only. 
Additionally, the cafeteria has two vending machines 
where students can purchase bottled water, juices or 
snacks. 
 
September menu click here. 

Grand Champion NYSSMA All State Treble Chorus! 

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/582047_8a06288655674fde8a57ed19ea5e1b95.pdf
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For reservations contact:  

Katie Lilley’97 Director of Advancement &  

Alumni Relations, at 607-734-2267 x325 

Seats for the evening at $75 per person  

November 28, 2019 
Notre Dame High School . 1400 Maple Avenue . Elmira 

www.notredamehighschool.com 

7th Annual Turkey Day 5K!  
Join us on Thanksgiving morning for our annual                                 

Turkey Day 5K run!  
Online registration now available! To register click here!  

 
$AVE-
AROUND-
SALE 
 

New this year, 
students will be 
asked to sell $ave 
Around Coupon 
books! The $ave 

Around Coupon book contains coupons for many lo-
cal and regional restaurants/retailers, along with sev-
eral from national chains. 
 
For this project to be successful each student must sell 
at least three of the $ave Around Coupon Books.  The 
$ave Around book offers savings everyone will love 
and with the use of the coupons, the book pays for 
itself and then some! 
 
The sale will begin on 9/16 and conclude 10/4. The 
books are $25 a piece.  Each student will receive a 
sample book on September 16. Please return all mon-
ey in the envelope provided by October 4 to your stu-
dent’s 1st period teacher.  

http://www.lightboxreg.com/notre-dame-turkey-day-5k_2019
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THANK YOU to Mrs. LaVelle, Mrs. Leeber, Mrs. Ryan, Mrs. Liriano, Ms. 

Decker and Coach Young for making our summer camps a huge success!  

NDHS Uniform Policy  
 
Notre Dame students, grades 7-
12, are required to follow a 
specific Dress Code set by the 
school. All students shall be 
appropriately groomed and 
dressed, and are to present 
themselves in a clean and neat 
manner while on school 
property and at school 

functions.  
 
For more information on Uniform Policy details please 
click here.  
 
To order uniform tops click here. 

FALL BLOOD DRIVE 
OCTOBER 15 

NDHS Gymnasium 
 

Questions? please email Beth Grant at: 
grante@notredamehighschool.com 

Hosted by ND Student Council 
All are Welcome! 

https://www.notredamehighschool.com/dress-code
http://www.companycasuals.com/ndhs/start.jsp

