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The Get connected! 

from the desk of the president emerita -  
During these challenging and difficult times we ask you to join us in prayer for healing and the well being of all who 
are affected by the novel coronavirus. With God’s help we will heal and Notre Dame will continue to be a light for all. 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
A Prayer Amid A Pandemic 

Connection 

from the desk of the head of school -  
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Dear Crusaders: 
 
On March 12, I addressed the study body explaining that there was a real possibility that 
the school would be closing in order to prevent the spread of COVID-19.  Little did I 
know that four short days later it would be our last time together for the time being.  
That was less than a month ago but feels much longer.  Now, when I enter the back 
doors of an empty building in the morning, I do so in complete darkness.  Knowing the 
light is just ahead, I walk down the hall in blindness, trusting that a little light will creep 
in once I reach a certain spot.  That has also become the theme the final months of this 
school year, one of anxious hope to keep going through the darkness. 
 
While I am saddened that our students and especially seniors are missing out on so 
many memories, I am proud of the fact that everyone is banding together to make the 
most of this challenging time. Our teachers have had to suddenly learn how to teach re-
motely, and our students have risen to the occasion.  I hear that our families are spend-
ing more time together, playing games, reading, exercising and talking with one another.  
We are instructed to practice social distancing in a time we so desperately need a hug.  
Messages of hope and prayers continue to pop up on social media as we continue to sup-
port one another from afar. 
 
I look forward to the day we can reunite and reflect on how we all came out stronger 
than ever.  During this Holy Week, may we be reminded that out of darkness comes 
light.  Jesus has risen so that we may all have eternal life.   
 
May you walk with peace, joy, hope and faith. 

 

Extended                
School Closure        

3/1-4/15 

Jesus Christ, you traveled through towns and villages 
“curing every disease and illness.” At your command, the 
sick were made well. Come to our aid now, in the midst of 
the global spread of the coronavirus, that we may experi-
ence your healing love. 
 
Heal those who are sick with the virus. May they regain 
their strength and health through quality medical care. 
 
Heal us from our fear, which prevents nations from             
working together and neighbors from helping one another. 
 
Heal us from our pride, which can make us claim invulnera-
bility to a disease that knows no borders. 
 
Jesus Christ, healer of all, stay by our side in this time of 
uncertainty and sorrow. 
 
Be with those who have died from the virus.  May they be at 
rest with you in your eternal peace. 
 

Be with the families of those who are sick or have 
died. As they worry and grieve, defend them from 

illness and despair.  May they know your peace.  

 
Be with the doctors, nurses, researchers and all 
medical professionals who seek to heal and help 
those affected and who put themselves at risk in 
the process. May they know your protection and 
peace.  
 
Be with the leaders of all nations.  Give them the 
foresight to act with charity and true concern for 
the well-being of the people they are meant to 
serve.  Give them the wisdom to invest in long-
term solutions that will help prepare for or prevent  
future outbreaks.  May they know your peace, as 
they work together to achieve it on earth. 
 
Whether we are home or abroad, surrounded by 
many people suffering from this illness or only a 
few, Jesus Christ, stay with us as we endure and 
mourn, persist and prepare.  In place of our anxie-
ty, give us your peace. 
 
Jesus Christ, heal us. 

-  Sister Mary Walter, RSM-President Emerita 

Deborah Franklin– Head of School 
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7th & 8th GRADE NEWS 
 
For me staying home and not being able to help 
in this time of crisis is so hard.  Then I opened 
an email from Bill Neidrich, the lead mentor for 
our junior high First Tech Challenge Robotics 
Team. He told the team about a request from our 
upstate NY FIRST organizer SUNY POLY. They 
are organizing the collection, assembly, and dis-
tribution of face shields for healthcare workers. 
They asked if anyone has or knows someone that 
has a 3D printer who is willing to print face 
shield brackets so that we can help assist our 
community in these tough times. Both Bill and 
Christina Laskowski, who is our lead mentor for 
all of ND robotics, are already working their 3D 
printers to help and we are hoping that anyone 
else who has access will join in.  If there are any 
Crusaders who can join in, the info is here 3-D 
Face Shield Parts .  Please let me know if you join in, just so we can keep track of our efforts.  Thank you 
in advance. At present, Ms. Laskowski has shared that it looks like at least 108 visor frames will be ready 
by the end of the first full week of April. Once again, our FIRST robotics teams have risen to the chal-
lenge!  Major components of the FIRST program are gracious professionalism and service.  As always our 
mentors have modeled and taught these values for our FTC and FRC teams for which we are thankful.   
 
I’m really proud of how our students and faculty and staff have risen to the new challenges that COVID -
19 has brought us. Our core subject teachers have developed an amazing set of virtual lessons to give our 
students the best education we can in these circumstances.  I see them using Zoom, Google Classroom, 
Voice Thread, Castle Learning, and other online platforms as they rise to the challenge of designing digi-
tal lessons with little prior training or planning. From what I hear, most of our students have accepted the 
challenge and are working hard at home. Mrs. Franklin has been supporting all of us and has told all of 
us, faculty, staff, and students, to enjoy spring break without assigning work. I thank her and hope that all 
of you and your families have supported one another to keep the anxiety and fear under control, have ad-

justed your schedules and your environment to be productive, and have made 
time to be active, hopefully getting some sunshine and time in nature.   
                                                                                                                                   
Between having the recovery of my new knee take a bit of an unexpected turn 
and this crisis, I am working on being humble.  Clearly, God has his own plans 
and timetable.  My goals are keeping up hope and taking time to be grateful, eve-
ry single day.   I wish you a blessed Holy Week and a Happy Easter.  Stay home 
and stay safe. 

  Karen Jennings 

  Director, Grade 7 & 8 

  Academic Advisor 7,8,9 

Photo Credit: Bill Nedrich 

FLX GIVES 
 
Notre Dame High School continues to be a light to the world during these chal-
lenging times. Our students, faculty and staff have all risen and continue to shine 
during this time of uncertainty. It is our prayer to ease suffering for the ill, and 
that those caring for the ill stay safe. With great anticipation we look forward to 
renewed life after our Lenten Season of prayer and eagerly wait to gather once 
again. This will be the time that the Notre Dame Community will once again be 
together to continue in supporting student growth and development and will help 
that light once again shine brightly.  Your Lenten gift will play a critical role in 
the growth and success of Notre Dame High School. To make a donation please click here. 

https://www.thingiverse.com/thing:4233193
https://www.thingiverse.com/thing:4233193
https://www.flxgives.org/organizations/notre-dame-high-school-dbf4110e-b743-4963-b545-c7c6035691c7?fbclid=IwAR3-7unkkofCgGVc_BV0kqqjvdHrS9fiRqthJMzncCGPxAyHcmB3CcIkAv8
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FROM THE GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT- 
 
Crusader Connection Guidance, Spring 2020 
Everyday Heroes:  The guidance department is so proud to announce that 
Nicholas Viselli, Alexandra Welliver, Kylee Bakley, Megan Pratt, and 
Neal Moore are Notre’s Dames 2020 Everyday Heroes.   Watch for their 
commercial airing on ABC and CBS next week, 4/6-4/12.  We’ll put up 
the posters of our heroes as soon as we get back to school. 
 
Senior Accomplishments:  College acceptances, scholarship awards, and 
other accolades have continued to arrive at students’ homes, even though 
we are not in school. We congratulate you all and thank you for notifying 
us of your news.  Please remember to send copies of these announcements 
to Mrs. Shannon at shannont@notredamehighschool.com so that all of your awards and scholarships can be printed in 
the graduation program.   
We encourage the seniors to log onto their Naviance accounts and view the scholarship list, as we are still receiving 
information regarding local scholarship opportunities.  Students can log in using the following link: naviance.com/
ndcrusaders.  Students should use their ND email address as the username connection. 
 

Scheduling:  We are continuing to plan for the 2020-21 school year. If you have any concerns, please email Mrs. Jen-

nings at jenningsk@notredamehighschool.com. 

Left to right: Kylee Bakley, Megan Pratt, Alexandra Welliver,           
Neal Moore, Nicholas Viselli 

Campus Ministry  - 
 
Just a few short weeks ago, the Notre Dame student body gathered in the auditorium 
on Ash Wednesday to begin our Lenten journey. Our senior hosts, Deayza Peebles 
and Colin Erickson, presented an image of our Lord, as he entered into the desert for 
40 days. It was emphasized that he was alone, he had no food or drink and no friends 
to share in his suffering; with only an enemy who would appear at the end of 40 
days. Students were encouraged to enter into their own desert for the next 40 days; to join our Lord in His sufferings 
through our own personal sacrifices and penance. In our most vivid imagination, would any one of us have foreseen 
that our “desert experience” would play out as it has? Would we have believed that our suffering would become so 
personal and yet so global? Could we have grasped that our normal routines would come to a halt? 
We are no longer together as a Notre Dame family. We have been stripped of the structure, stability and familiarity of 
faculty and friends. This is the reality of our desert. Suffering has come our way. When the ashes were placed on our 
foreheads, we surely were not anticipating the cross we would soon be asked to carry.   
 
In Theology 8, we have recently been introduced to a polish man named Karol Wojtyla. We have learned of his great 
suffering. By the time he was 20-years old, he had lost his sister, mother, brother and father. His entire family had per-
ished. This man was an orphan. This man who would become Saint Pope John Paul II, was alone in the world. As we 
continue to struggle and question our present conditions, may we find hope, strength and courage in the words of one 
who was able to reconcile his own suffering: “Christ does not explain in the abstract the reasons for suffering but be-
fore all else he says, ‘Follow me. Come. Take part, though your suffering, in this work of saving the world’.” Pope 
John Paul II 
 
In choosing to imitate Pope John Paul, we have the opportunity to become heroic witnesses by undergoing suffering 
for the love of God and of humanity. Let’s do this. Together.  
                                                                                                                                                                             

Marie McCaig                                                                                                                                                         

Campus Minister 

mailto:shannont@notredamehighschool.com
https://connection.naviance.com/family-connection/auth/login/?hsid=ndcrusaders
https://connection.naviance.com/family-connection/auth/login/?hsid=ndcrusaders
https://connection.naviance.com/family-connection/auth/login/?hsid=ndcrusaders
mailto:jenningsk@notredamehighschool.com
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Careers Explored College Majors Considered 

After talking to Mrs. McKenzie from the Career Development Council about being interested in engineer-
ing, she suggested I attend a group engineering shadow day at Sullivan Park.  The opportunity was also 
announced by my science teachers and in the weekly update as well.  I attended the day alongside other 
students from Notre Dame, Athens and Horseheads.  I felt attending the day would be helpful as I am cur-
rently considering what majors I want to pursue in college.  Presently I am thinking about a dual major in 
Biomedical and Mechanical Engineering, but am also considering a specialization in optics which may 
fall under general physics or one of the engineering fields.  

During the shadowing day, I was taken on tours of multiple departments in Sullivan Park at Corning                        
Incorporated. I had the opportunity to learn about the processes taking place in the facility, the  materials 
used in those processes, and how the products produced were used. It was a phenomenal way to explore 
many different potential college majors and even entire career paths simultaneously, and an experience I  

           would absolutely recommend other students to pursue, in any and every field they may be interested in. 

If your student is interested in scheduling a shadow experience in a field they are interested in, please contact Kate 
McKenzie from the Career Development Council at mckenziek@notredamehighschool.com. 

Junior: Gino DeLeone 

community, and exposed me to what a job in the field of Human Rights demands. After high school, I plan to attend a four-year 
college, pursuing a major in either Human Rights or Sociology. Afterward, I would like to go to Law School and hopefully be-
come an International Human Rights Lawyer. Although some might regard this field, inevitably dealing with some of humanity’s 
worst qualities, as “hopeless” or “depressing,” I believe we all have a duty to help those less fortunate than us, whether it be 
through a small act of volunteering or dedicating an entire life towards it. This quote by Payam Akhavan, an International Human 
Rights Lawyer, fully embraces this idea: "It's easy to be cynical. It's effortless to be cynical. It's much more difficult to under-
stand that we have this incredible power to do good. Instead of wallowing in despair, we just need to look around us to see what 
it is that we can do to contribute our share." 

Junior: Pratha Purushottam 

Through the Career Development program offered by GST Boces at Notre Dame, I was fortunate enough 
to get the opportunity to shadow Dr. Kenneth Clarke, the Director of Human Rights in Ithaca. Ms. 
McKenzie, the representative from the Career Development program, arranged for this shadow, which 
closely aligned with my interests and with what I would like to pursue in the future.   During the shadow, 
I was introduced to Dr. Clarke’s duties and job responsibilities. Helping someone who felt discriminated 
against in the workplace due to their sexual orientation to someone who felt they were not allowed hous-
ing because of their economic status were just some of the issues he had to deal with and solve. Dr. 
Clarke also explained that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights was the basis of what he did; the 
document governed the purpose of his responsibilities. I liked what he  said about important qualities one 
should possess when in the field of Human Rights: being a good listener and being able to empathize 
with people. Overall, this experience was eye-opening in terms of the pressing issues faced by the local 

Student Opinions on Distance Learning 

“The teachers have been ex-
tremely helpful in the transi-
tion into online school thus 
far. With the help of online 
resources such as Zoom, Cas-
tle Learning, and Google 
Classroom, teachers are still 
able to communicate with us 
and even hold discussions 
with their classes. I think 
everybody has adapted to the 
change very well. We get to 
maintain our learning while 
staying healthy and spending 
time with our fami-
lies.” ...Kathryn Gough,  
Junior Class President 

“The online system is 
efficient enough to en-
sure the passing of every 
student, however, I feel 
like I am taking in less 
information now than I 
normally would at 
school.”…Kurt Golden,  
Freshman Class Presi-
dent 

 I feel that using online learning is much eas-
ier because you are able to work at your own 
pace, but one of the benefits of in-class learn-
ing is that you are able to see your friends 
every day and communicate with teachers 
whenever you need them.”...Tyler Richards, 
Sophomore Class President  
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There is no doubt about it, March 14, 2020 changed our lives at Notre Dame as the coronavirus made it’s impact upon Chemung 

County and an announcement was made by Country Executive Christopher Moss that all area 

schools would close Tuesday, March 17 through April 13. With very little time to prepare, our 

Notre Dame faculty determinedly faced the new challenge without skipping a beat and moved 

their students onto virtual classroom platforms.  Google Classrooms already used by the ND 

faculty has become the foundation of our student’s virtual classrooms.  The platform allows in-

structors to not only post assignments, notes and videos, but also provides a group communica-

tion thread where response questions may be posed for all students to respond to and discuss and 

receive feedback from their teacher.  Faculty, with little time for preparation have identified and 

are using additional online platforms that support the virtual classroom experience. 

 

“Teaching from home is not all it's cracked up to be. Oh, sure, the lure of work-

ing in your pj’s with a doggy by your side and the fireplace crackling away 

sounds nice, but I much prefer the noise and energy of kids. I miss my students 

so much! There is only so much technology can do to replace that real, in per-

son instruction, the hallway banter and the random visits with people during the 

day” said Spanish Teacher Marina Liriano. The Spanish Department is using a 

combination of Google Classroom, VoiceThread and pages in their work and 

text books to keep their students on track and progressing.   While Mandarin 

Chinese teacher Penny Chung, is using the popular platform Zoom to bring her 

students together for class time and then continues to utilize Voicethread for 

homework assignments.  Ms. Chung shared that Zoom has been very useful for 

presenting new material and allows her the opportunity to check for compre-

hension and has the added benefit of helping the students remain connected 

with each other. For assignments however, she prefers VoiceThread as it allows 

the students more time to prepare and respond to her questions. 

 

Things are perking along with the Theology Department. Are all working on long-term projects, weekly assignments and some 

independent study assignments through Google Classroom and emailing. For the most part all seem to be doing well. Jessica Ryan, 

7th Grade Theology Teacher shared, “I just held a ZOOM class with my Young Theologians; it made my heart swell to hear them 

and see them. Notre Dame High Sschool is a special place!”  

 

Like many of the other departments, English is also using Google Classroom for listing assignments and Zoom for staying in touch 

with their students.  Additionally, some of the English Department faculty have  incorporated the use of Actively Learn, Newsela, 

Kahoot, and Padlet. Actively Learn is an online reading platform that allows students individually or in a group to highlight, anno-

tate, and discuss text as they read.  Newsela provides access to high-interest articles that span a wide variety of topics covering eve-

rything from current events to myths and legends and from literature to science making it an excellent resource for the teachers. 

Already used by many of our ND teachers pre-coronavirus, Kahoot! is game-based platform that many have used for multiple 

choice quizzes making it fun to learn and keeps students engaged.  Melissa Devon, Department Chair and Freshman English teach-

er commented that despite this whirlwind of a change, she indicated, “I know my Freshmen seem to be really trying to embrace the 

new learning.” 

Virtual Classrooms at Notre Dame 



6  
Page 6 - April 2020 The Crusader Connection 

 

The Science department is primarily using Google Classroom and Zoom to keep in touch with their students.  Department 

Chair & Chemistry Teacher Sarah Caruso shared, “Google Classroom has been our "home base": the place students know to go 

on a daily basis.  Everyday students check their google classroom page for instructions.  This could include watching a record-

ed lecture, meeting their teacher at 10 am, or submitting a digital record of their homework  Our Science teachers have been 

using Zoom to record lectures and conference with our stu-

dents.  While some teachers are meeting their students dai-

ly during their class period, others are holding online office 

hours where they meet with students at least once to a few 

times a week!  It has been a great way to see our students, 

hear their voices, and check in with them.  The "share 

screen" feature in zoom has been particularly useful while 

going over notes.  Students can even share their screen if 

there is something they would like to demonstrate for the 

class.  In physics and chemistry, our teachers are using ac-

tive pens and pads in conjunction with Zoom to be able to 

more easily write out equations on their computers from 

home.  While toggling back and forth can be a bit tricky, it 

has been well worth the investment!” 

Beth Grant, Department Chair for Mathematics commented “The ND Math Depart-

ment is business as usual but with a twist. Our amazing teachers have begun their 

own versions of the "Virtual Classroom" for their courses.  Choosing videos from 

the internet, making their own videos for instruction or explanation in order to con-

tinue instruction and assignments.  They are utilizing Google Classroom, Zoom, 

YouTube, among other platforms to provide the best instruction possible. “ 

                                                                                                                                         

Like the other disciplines, the History Department is posting assignments, notes, videos, on Google Classroom and continues to 

incorporate the use of Castle Learning to support student learning. While Zoom meetings  have definitely given the department 

the opportunity to meet with their classes it just is not the same as the classroom.  “One of ND’s strengths - our close ties be-

tween the students and teachers - makes it hard to continue without the human contact,” said Chris Wise.   Erik Rominger 

agrees, remarking, “I cannot recreate the same sort of dynamic discussion or group work with my classes which is the most 

frustrating part for me thus far.”  Mr. Rominger went on to say, “I feel like the kids are submitting work in a timely fashion and 

we are all using kindness, compassion, and empathy toward each other in this strange time.”                                                                                                                                                                    

Across departments, there is consensus among our faculty that most students seem to have risen to this abrupt challenge.  “Our 

Crusaders have been great about keeping up with their daily work and assignments. The transition to the virtual classroom has 

facilitated and encouraged our students to be independent with their learning and time management skills both important skills 

for college and life!  Students have transitioned well to this new way of learning, but we miss our daily interactions,” said Ma-

rina Liriano.  Jr. High Spanish Teacher Beth Agan summed up the sentiments of our faculty, “I miss my students so much!! I 

love connecting in Google Hangouts, at least I can see their faces. I can’t wait to get back to normal.” . 
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SCRIP = Shop + $ave + Give

       
  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IrL93iYWlhA   https://youtu.be/c7CX3UAim5U    https://youtu.be/9GCTsphfqqw  

Why wait? Saving money is always a good idea…enroll today… 
You can choose from 700 of your most favorite places. To view listing click here. 

    
*** SCRIP Order Forms can be picked up in the main office or downloaded by clicking here *** 

Questions? 
Katie Lilley’97 in the Advancement Office at (607) 734-2267                                                                                       

EMAIL: scrip@notredamehighschool.com 
SCRIP Coordinator: Keith Vakiener (607) 425-1449 cell/txt     

ALUMNI NEWS - We love to hear from our Notre Dame Alumni! If you are a Notre Dame Alum and 
have news you would like to share for the newsletter, please email Michelle Bar-
kley, Director of Public Relations and Marketing at  
barkleym@notredamehighschool.com. When sending submissions, please include 
when appropriate maiden name and year graduated. Photos welcome! 

Alumni Reunions 
Does your class have a reunion coming up soon?  Please email Katie Lilley’97, 
Director of Advancement & Alumni Relations at 
lilleyk@notredamehighschool.com the details and we will be sure to post the in-
formation on the school website.  

After qualifying in the U19 New York State Alpine Racing Champion-
ships, Alexandra Meier was chosen as one of 22 women from New 
York State to compete in the US Ski Association’s Eastern Regional 
Championships, representing New York state among 21 other states 
in the Alpine Eastern Region.  Alexandra is a member of the Greek 
Peak Race Club and was prepared to compete in the Super G, Giant 
Slalom and Slalom races at Easterns at Gore Mountain.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IrL93iYWlhA
https://youtu.be/c7CX3UAim5U
https://youtu.be/9GCTsphfqqw
https://shop.shopwithscrip.com/Shop/Product/Browse#?saved
https://5d84d45f-d36a-4cf2-a0ca-8b34da52d765.filesusr.com/ugd/582047_cdb93631558e4a528c67eccb25136c6b.pdf
mailto:barkleym@notredamehighschool.com
mailto:lilleyk@notredamehighschool.com
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FEBRUARY 
STUDENT OF THE MONTH 

FEBRUARY 
ATHLETE OF THE MONTH 

Brody Nemeir Maddy Watts 



9  
Page 9 - April 2020 The Crusader Connection 

Candids of Notre Dame’s Drama Departments Production of Dracula 
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     Course Descriptions & Registration Forms 
     CLICK HERE. 

https://5d84d45f-d36a-4cf2-a0ca-8b34da52d765.filesusr.com/ugd/582047_265c9f320e1a48b096495441109e9117.pdf
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REGISTRATION FORM  
CLICK HERE 

https://5d84d45f-d36a-4cf2-a0ca-8b34da52d765.filesusr.com/ugd/582047_715f1ca5e1a845d5802000a7a6cfd443.pdf
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REGISTRATION FORM  
CLICK HERE 

https://5d84d45f-d36a-4cf2-a0ca-8b34da52d765.filesusr.com/ugd/582047_7386832e383543aaa5b92f07580bb89f.pdf

