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Message from the president —  
 

“Patience is power. With time and patience 
the mulberry leaf becomes silk.” 

    Chinese Proverb 
 
 

As we celebrate the Chinese New Year, our students and teachers have worn red, will 
make dumplings, learn Chinese words and make bookmarks with Chinese symbols. As 
a school we celebrate a culture, learn and grow. We appreciate all that Mrs. Chung has 
done to make our celebration of the Chinese New Year a success. 
 
More importantly, this Chinese Proverb has a message for all of us – especially in this 
age of wanting things instantly. There is a great need for time and patience, for 
recognizing growth is a slow process; for understanding that learning and appreciation 
take time. In our classrooms, our teachers build lessons for understanding. Expectations 
need to be realistic and students need to learn to work together and independently. 
 
In our world our leaders need to work together, build understanding, comprehend 
different points of view and learn to compromise. It is my hope that our school develops 
young people who know how to make a difference. They need to know and witness 
patience in action to make silk. 

         Sister Mary Walter Hickey, RSM - President Emeritus 

We ended January celebrating Catholic Schools Week and welcomed the 
Chinese New Year with our friends from abroad.  I appreciate all of you - 
from our students and staff to our families and faculty - for making Notre 
Dame a place where we unite as Crusaders but embrace the differences 
that we all bring.   
 
I am thrilled that we have new students already applying for the 2019-20 school year 
and look forward to many more.  While we have beautiful new marketing materials 
that are being sent as well as some commercial spots secured, the best resource for 
marketing our wonderful school is YOU!!  Some of our families will soon be receiv-
ing $500 off their tuition for referring students who enrolled as a new student to Notre 
Dame this year. We thank these families and their efforts and will continue to offer 
the Crusader Ambassador program for the coming year for all of our Notre Dame 
families.    
 
For those of you who haven‘t had a chance to re-register, this is a friendly reminder to 

do so by February 15 if possible.  For your convenience, the re-registration form 
may be accessed from the Notre Dame website under the ―Admissions‖ tab.  Hard 
copy forms are also available in the front office.  This year, the re-registration fee 
has been discounted for families with more than one child attending Notre Dame 
next year.   For information regarding financial aid, please visit our website under 
the ―Admissions‖ tab or click here. 
 
I wish you all a Happy Valentines Day as you celebrate the love of the special peo-
ple in your life. 

Deborah Franklin -Principal 

 
FEB. 18-22 
NO SCHOOL 
MID WINTER  

  BREAK 

https://www.notredamehighschool.com/copy-of-apply-1
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News - Grade 7 & 8 

Gr. 7 & 8 News -  
 
‗Tis the season of re-registration , new applications, and scholarship apps at ND.  I am 
really enjoying meeting the new families that come for tours and the students who are 
shadowing.  All of our ND students seem to enjoy the shadows as well, as they wel-
come them, jiggle close to sit with them at lunch, and volunteer to take them on tours.  
Everyone wants to have a shadow! The enthusiasm that I see certainly makes me hope 
that all of our visitors will be Crusaders in September. 
 
Our 8th graders have once again been chosen to participate in the NAEP testing, from 
which The Nation‘s Report Card is developed.  All of the testing is completely anonymous, it is all taken on 
tablets provided by NAEP, and no individual results are ever reported in any place, not even to us.  The testing 
will be on Friday, March 8. Our students will receive community service credit for taking the test, as they will 
be representing private schools in a national effort.  Detailed information will be sent to all 8th grade families 
after winter break. 
 
Almost all of our 7th and 8th graders have completed course selections for next year.  At this point, their selec-
tions are a wish list of classes they would like to take.  We use the initial wish lists to finalize course sections 
and begin work on a master schedule. I will meet with each of the 7th graders individually, and with the 8th 
graders along with their parents, to confirm their requests.  Parents will be asked to sign off on the selections, 
some of which may depend on meeting course pre-requisites, particularly in math and science. Final placement 
for classes with pre-requisites is not decided until after final exams in June.  You can be sure that with your in-
put, we will give careful consideration to each student‘s selections for next year. 
 
A whole new facet of my job this year is that I am Mr. Westbrook‘s minion for the Quiz League/Scholarship 
Challenge Team.  I didn‘t expect that I would enjoy being with our amazing team members as much as I do.  
At Saturday‘s Scholarship Challenge match on the radio, WATS/WAVR, I watched them fist bump each other 
as they scored, listened to them tell each other how well they answered questions, and witnessed humility as 
they congratulated the other teams.   These students could have studied English and Math and all their other 
subjects at other schools.  But the teamwork, respect, and comradery of our team that was so apparent amidst 
the 6 competing teams is what I see at Notre Dame every single day.  It is what I am sure all parents wish for 
their children—that they grow into confident, caring young adults ready to do their part to make our world a 
better place.   
 
We would love to have you come with your students to watch the Scholarship Challenge team compete in the 

finals for the Kwasnoski Cup in the final round of the Scholarship Challenge, on Saturday, March 9, at the Pat-

terson Education Building on the Guthrie Campus in Sayre.  

 
 
Karen Jennings, Director 7th & 8th Grade Program,   
Academic Adviser 7,8,9 
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I was recently blessed with the opportunity to experience the March 
for Life with a very lively group of Notre Dame students. Our 24-

hour excursion was exhausting but worth every sleepless minute! 
As Catholics, we have always been a force to be reckoned with in 
the fight for life, but each year as we recall the anniversary of Roe 

vs. Wade, I am reminded that this force is driven by love. I see en-
tire Catholic school populations‘ joyfully chanting, singing and 
dancing in support of women and their unborn children. I see teen-

agers proudly and loudly reciting the Rosary. I see bishops, priests, 
deacons and nuns by the thousands, marching in solitude with the 
youth. I see women who regret their abortions and men who regret 

lost fatherhood; both loving the children they have no more. I see 
moms and dads and their children with disabilities, who are no less 
loved and wanted. I see the elderly, who march with great effort but 

with great wisdom on life issues. But mostly, I see hope in the hun-
dreds of thousands of people who march for the one common goal; 
that hearts and laws will be changed. 

 

Marie McCaig                                                                                                      
Campus Minister 

Campus Ministry — 

ND Students at March For Life in DC 

HANDS OF CHRIST AWARD 

Congratulations to our Notre Dame Seniors who received the Hands of Christ Award this past week at a special ser-
vice with the Most Reverend Bishop Salvatore R. Matano presiding.  The award is presented to Seniors who have ac-
tively served their Parish, school, home and greater community.  Front row left to right: Abby Connolly,             
Most Reverend Bishop Salvatore R. Matano, Rebecca Shannon, Gabriela Robinson. Back row left to right: Laurel 
Vargas, Jacob Baker, Gregory Rouleau, Rocco Scarseletta, Pauline Macapinlac, John Gough and Emma Vakiener. 
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NOTRE DAME HIGH SCHOOL GR. 7-12  
CRUSADER AMBASSADOR PROGRAM 

 

Notre Dame High School recognizes that our families are a powerful resource in promoting our school. 
As we strive to raise awareness of the benefits of a Notre Dame High School education, and ultimately 
increase our enrollment, we offer the Crusader Ambassador Program.  Families who refer a new 
student to ND will earn a tuition credit of $500.  The referral form will be completed by the newly 
registered family as part of the application process. 
 
TUITION CREDIT 

In order for the tuition credit to be applied, the newly registered student must remain enrolled for at 
least half of the school year, September - January, and be current with their tuition obligation. The credit 
of $500 will be applied to the referring family‘s account in February.   If the referring family has no 
balance on their account, and are returning,  the credit will be applied to the upcoming school year.  
Families with graduating seniors,  and no additional children attending Notre Dame High School, will 
receive a $500 check in early February. 
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Seniors 

Seniors are reminded to log into their Naviance accounts to see the local 
scholarships available to our students. There is a direct link to our 
Naviance account on the ND website.  Students can login with their ND 
email address. There are several scholarships available to our students 
that offer hundreds to thousands of dollars. New opportunities come into 
the office weekly, so be sure to check back consistently. 

 

Juniors 

Juniors are encouraged to log in to their Naviance accounts to build their college lists. At this time, Juniors should 
be compiling a list of colleges and universities that they are interested in visiting and possibly applying to. Naviance 
provides them with a means of creating that list and easily converting their ―thinking about‖ list to an actual 
―Colleges I am applying To‖ list for the fall. Juniors will be reviewing graduation requirements and selecting their 
courses when they meet individually with Mrs. Barron in the next month or two. Juniors are highly encouraged to 
meet with Mrs. Barron during any free periods they may have during their school day to discuss college planning and 
courses for next year. College application season will be here before you know it!  Start planning today! 

  

FAFSA - Reminder to Parents and Students 

The Guidance Office is encouraging everyone to fill out the FAFSA form as soon as 
possible. By meeting the Priority Deadlines of colleges, you may be eligible for 
various scholarships and grants the individual college offers, which are ideal as they  
don‘t need to be paid back.  If you have not yet completed this important form, you 

      are encouraged to do so as soon as possible. 
  

Congratulations to Seniors who have received notices of college acceptances! 

Thank you to all of our Seniors who have brought in your acceptance letters and scholarship offers.  Please continue 
to bring your acceptance letters into Mrs. Shannon in the Guidance Office as you receive them. It is imperative that 
we have these letters so students can be recognized at graduation for the scholarships they have received, regardless 
of whether they attend that college or not. 
 
 
 

Scheduling 

Mrs. Barron, Mrs. Jennings, and Mr. Moore  will soon begin meeting with 
students for scheduling their courses for the academic year 2019-2020.  They 
have already met with students to get their initial course requests and discuss 
the different offerings and pre-requisites for the higher level courses. This 
will be discussed in detail with students when they meet with them 
individually in the near future. Both parents and students are encouraged to 
look at the Academic Handbook, found on the ND website. It is a great tool in helping students think about what 
courses they might like to take next academic school year. Course requests are exactly that...requests. If there are 
not enough students interested in a class or there is not an instructor available to teach the class, it may not be 
offered. Requests are not guaranteed. Students are also HIGHLY ENCOURAGED to know the prerequisites 
for the courses and choose wisely. Classes cannot be dropped after the first 10 days of the school year (or the 
first 10 days of a semester if they are semester long courses). This policy is outlined in the NDHS Academic 
Handbook. 
  

8th - Grade Students 
All eighth graders planning to attend high school at ND will be scheduled with their parents/guardians for an 
individual high school planning meeting later this spring. These meetings will be scheduled by the counselors 
during the school day and will take approximately one hour. 
 

 The Notre Dame Guidance Department operates on an Open Door Policy;                                                                            
stop by any time with any questions or concerns. 

Page 5 - February 2019 The Crusader Connection 

https://student.naviance.com/ndcrusaders
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 12th grade 

High Honors 

Kevin Bayne, Emily Bissel, John Booth, Caleb Colucci, 
Abigail Connolly, Ethan Dunham, Jordyn Fargo,             
Andrew Finnerty, Kyreese Fisher, Hunter Homerda, 
Airui (Avry) Huang, Pauline Macapinlac,                    
Abigail Murphy, Daniel Mustico,                                 
Gregory Rouleau,  Zaineb Saeed, Isaac(Rocco) 
Scarselletta, Declan Sharma, Kalpana Sharma,                  
Daniel Stearns, Derek Tsang, Laurel Vargas,              
Emma Vakiener, Emma Westcott, Ryess Youmans 

 
Honors 

Alyssa Becraft, Timothy Bowen, Kenneth (Cole) Clark, 
Benjamin Cook Catherine Craig, John Gough,  
Lindsay McCarthy, Zachary McClelland, Aylish McCloe, 
Madeleine Meier, Joseph Milazzo, Tiyah Moffe,  
Kristen Oplinger, Sofia Riccio, Rebecca Shannon,  
Cassandra Uy,  Luka Vlasic, Haozhen (Aaron) Yang, 
Hedie (Jessica) Zhang, 
Mary Zwirko 
 

11th Grade 

High Honors 

Brooke Benjamin, Katherine Bukowinski,  
Erik Charnetski, Patrick Finnerty, 
Lucy Kaffenbarger, Peyton Maloney,  
Olivia Murray,  Matthew Rilloraza, Brandon Sun,  
Victor Tsang, Alyssa Walker, Evalynn Zick-Dean 

 
Honors 

Brytney Bonham, Austin Gleason, Scott Herlan,  
Yuzi (Jerry) Liu, Emma Qualey, Tejasvi Rajbabu,  
Caroline Rogers, Caroline Ronsivalle, Shelby Segur, 
Kiran Sharma, Caitlin Steed, Chole Stemerman,  
Madeleine Wirth 
 

10th Grade 

High Honors 

Abigail Beames, Noah Becker, Gavin Krusen, 
Gino DeLeone, Yuboyi (Dolores) Dong,  
Kathryn Gough, Brandon Hibbard, Virginia Marion, 
Elizabeth Mustico, Pratha Purushottam,  
Alexandra Welliver 

 
Honors 

Alexandra Cowley,  Madalynn DeMuth,  
Linting (Lauer) Deng, Campbell Dougherty,  
MacKenzie Gillette, Anna Hochberg, Kangjie (Gary) 
Lin, Ireland Munley, Nathan Murray, Amaya Myers 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

9th Grade 

High Honors 

William Alley, Tara Backman, Emmalie Barkley  
Alexia Blitz, Kaitlin Chung,  Erin Connolly,  
Maura Devlin, Alisaundre Finnerty, Steven Gough,  
Erica Macapinlac, Alexandra Meier, Isabella O’Toole, 
Tyler Richards, Amanda Simpson, Tyler Simpson,  
Riley Soehnlein,  Owen Stewart, Rachel Tsang,  
Anna Velasquez, Eshwar Venkataswamy 

 
Honors 

Kylee Bakley, Luca Campanelli, Maximilian Collins, 
Sean Franzese, Caleb Miller, Erica Parks,  
Derek Simpson, Rachael Simpson, Caroline Viselli 
 

8th Grade 

High Honors 

David Betancourt-Trompa, Ella Chicone, Stephen 
D’Ortona, Oliver Fogarty, Isabella Hazelton,  
Sophia Herrick  Aidan Kelly, Shane Maloney,  
Shannon Maloney, Ana Mordvinova,  
Kellan Murphy,  Ava Mustico, Lucy Nanda,  
Jade Nordin, Allison O’Brien, Gracie Ringer,  
Tilly Shepherd, Natalie Susch, Saviano Waters, 
Kathryn Welliver, Piper Young 

 
Honors 

Ashton Colunio, Julia Daigler, Donovan Dougherty, 
Kurt Golden, Isabella Giffin,  Nicholas Lisi,  
William MacRonald, Shannon O’Connell,  
Patrick Scheftic, Jack Vakiener, Lelia Vargas,   
Jillian Whittaker 
 

7th Grade 

High Honors 

Divye Agrawal,  Eider Alzaga, Alexis Becker,  
Isabel Beames, Garrin Dougherty, Kevin Green,  
Grey Haluska, Olivia Haluska,  
Neha Louisnathan,  Allyson Marion, Noemi Marrero, 
Joshua Martin, Cameron Neidrich,  
Simeon Scarselletta, Mallory Sheehan,  
Mesa Smithmen 

 
Honors 

Nicholas Bowes, Madison Fargo,  
Genevieve Montanarella, William Schweizer 

Second Marking Period Honor Roll 
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With my enthusiasm for foreign cultures and traveling, I have had the opportunity to visit 
several other countries and participate in a variety of study abroad programs. Along the 
way, I stayed in various hotels with different cultural backgrounds, which drew me into 
the world of hospitality and piqued  my interest.  This past summer, after attending and 
completing the course Hospitality: Food and Beverage in Cornell Summer School, I am 
determined to major in hospitality administration and business management. I enjoyed 
learning about being an entrepreneur and the theoretical aspects of hotel industry. Howev-
er, I also realized my lacking of hands-on experience with working in hotel management. 
 
I was excited to learn about the internship program that Notre Dame offers to Seniors to 
help them gain experience in a field of study that interests them. With Mrs. Barkley‘s 
help, I connected with the Elmira Holiday Inn Riverside and started interning with a man-
ager there. Throughout the program, I learned how the front desk operates with different 
departments and delivers the best customer service to their guests. This experience en-
riched me with a deeper understanding about the operation of a hotel, which also broadens 
my working experience and has prepared me for further study of the  hospitality industry  

       in college. 
 
I am very grateful for the opportunities that Notre Dame High School and Elmira Holiday Inn Riverside have of-
fered. Interning in a place that is related to a future career choice is a great way for a Senior to have a brief glimpse 
of the field and help them figure out whether it is a fit for his/herself. 
  
I hope that one day I can operate a hotel on my own, and Notre Dame High School will have been  my starting 
point to achieve my goal. 

SUMMER INTERNSHIP AT HOLIDAY INN, RIVERVIEW 
- Avry Huang’19 

 

JANUARY 
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       February 2019 
   

   
Feb 13   Dumpling Competition 3:15 pm 
 
Feb 14   Valentine‘s Day 
 
Feb 18-22  Mid Winter Recess          
 

  

March 6 Soup Kitchen Gr. 7 & 8 
 
March 9       ACT 
           
March  14 Scholarship Applications Due 
  FACTS Applications Due 
  Junior Retreat 
 
March 15 Conference Day - NO School 
 
March 17 St. Patrick‘s Day Benefit Concert St. James                                                                                                                      
   
March 19  Incoming Student Schedules 
 
March  22  Spring Play Our Town 7pm  
 
March 23 8th Grade Scholarship Essay at 9:30 am 
  Spring Play Our Town  7pm 
 
March 29-31  Art History Trip 

 

* 

* * * 

GET READY FOR SPRING BREAK! 

The GLScrip Program offers a wide variety of gift cards associated with 

travelling.  Order your Scrip now and let your vacation help earn you tuition 

credits! To view a complete listing of all merchants click here.   

For more information, please call: 607-734-2267 or  

email:  scrip@notredamehighschool.com 

To learn how to order scrip from your mobile device click here. 

* 

* 

Share the love with 
ND and let your Val-
entine gift do double 
duty! Shop for your 
Valentine 
on smile.amazon.com 
and select ND as your 
charity of choice!   

ALUMNI NEWS 
 
Notre Dame alumni serve as inspiration and mentors for current students. In keeping track of 
our alumni, we are able to showcase the many accomplishments that Notre Dame graduates 
achieve, helping us better guide our students for life at ND and beyond. Each year, our alum-
ni publication, Reflections, highlights alumni and their accomplishments. This is a great way 
to show our current students what life after ND can be like, and to reconnect graduates.  If 
you have news you would like to share for our next edition of Reflections, please click here. 

https://shop.shopwithscrip.com/Shop/Product/Browse
mailto:scrip@notredamehighschool.com
https://www.notredamehighschool.com/script
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3hPVxJAJiMcvEQWejUuK48Gn1Y9WFlyCoOqfqZiVk0-aItklNkQFeh13s&h=AT1d5vFY3_BLEolWToaHik8pVayda01eSCxZQFrowunIux3fIEP9VsDIlLPQXtX7cwclwJ29DwwsscuUOATekNS3FWest4jChUVjfF1XypnBDxaiPl_cO_W9
https://www.notredamehighschool.com/copy-of-additional-student-informat
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On March 22nd and 23rd, Notre Dame High School will be pre-
senting the American classic "Our Town" on the Charles and 
Mary Crossed Auditorium stage. This year marks the 81st anni-
versary of the Thornton Wilder play. Notre Dame has been hon-
ored with being one of the few schools in upstate NY to have 
been granted the rights of producing this anniversary production.  
 
The story of Our Town deals with the residents of Grovers Cor-
ners, New Hampshire in 1904. Through the use of minimal props 
and scenery, and guided by the character know as the "Stage 
Manager" (as well as a cast of 21 actors), the audience gets to 
journey with these characters as they deal with their daily lives in 
Act 1, Love and Marriage in Act 2 and finally Death and Dying 
in Act 3.  
 
The show runs March 22nd and March 23rd at 7pm. Tickets can 
be purchased in the auditorium lobby March 20th and March 21st 
from 5:30pm until 6:30pm or thirty minutes before performances. 
Prices are as follows $10 for adults and $8 for Students/Seniors 
and Children under the age of 12. Please be advised that this pro-
duction is more appropriate for children ages 10 and up. We 
would love to have you join us!  

THE ARTS - 

The 2019 Scholastic Art and Writing Awards were announced on Sunday January 27th at the Clemens Center. Notre 
Dame High School received five awards this year. Daniel Mustico was awarded Honorable Mention for his ―Owl‖ 
print in the Printmaking category. Luka Vlasic was awarded Honorable Mention for his drawing ―Pizza Portrait‖ in 
the Drawing and Illustration category. Brooke Benjamin was awarded two Honorable Mentions for her ―Self Portrait‖ 
in the Painting category and her cat drawing titled ―Tabby‖ in Drawing and Illustration. Brooke also received a Gold 
Key for her ―Figure Drawing‖ done in charcoal. Nearly 300 art pieces were selected from schools in NY and PA. The 
Museum then chooses five Best in Show pieces called the American Vision Awards. T"I. "I am proud to say that 
Brooke Benjamin‘s ―Figure Drawing‖ was selected for this prestigious honor" said Mrs. Susan LaVelle, ND Art 
Teacher. Student work will be on exhibition at the Arnot Art Museum until March 2nd. We are thrilled that our stu-
dents received these well deserved accolades and that their work is displayed 

2019 Scholastic Art and Writing Awards 

Our Town 
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KUDOS - 
 

 

The Science Olympiad Team closed out a successful season with 
a third place finish at the Southern Tier Regional Champion-
ships.  The team earned medals in 12 of 19 events and was the 
only team to place in the top half in every event.  There were so 
many outstanding performances it is hard to single out any one 
student.  One of the highlights of the competition was Lucy Kaf-
fenbarger and Caroline Rogers‘ free flight airplane that was a per-
sonal best and earned first place. 
 
Also worth nothing were the performances by some last minute 
substitutes.  Tenth grader Gino Deleone and ninth grad-
er Alisaundre Finnerty each earned medals with only a week to 
prepare for the competition.  Special congratulations should be 
given to eighth graders Allison O‘Brien and Isabella Hazelton for 
earning medals in High School events.     

SCIENCE OLYMPIAD  

SCHOLARSHIP CHALLENGE 

Notre Dame's quiz team won its Scholarship Chal-
lenge regional on Saturday at Guthrie Robert Packer 
Hospital in Sayre! The team topped Mountain View 
in its first match before winning a tense, competitive 
game against Athens in the regional final.  
 
The students will next compete against Tioga Central 
in the tournament semifinals on Saturday, March 9, at 
Guthrie. The winning team will go to the champion-
ship match on the same day for a chance to win 
$3,000. All members of the community are welcome 
to attend to support the quiz team! 
 
Congratulations to Rocco Scarselletta, Declan Shar-
ma, Andrew Finnerty, Derek Tsang, Daniel 
Betancourt-Trompa, and Caleb Colucci on their phe-
nomenal victory!  

GEARING UP 

The Notre Dame #3799 Robotics Team have 
been working full force to prepare for the an-
nual Finger Lakes Regional First Competition 
that will be held weekend of March 15-17.  
New this year, the team will be adding a 2nd 
competition to their schedule and will travel to 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute the weekend 
of March 6-9. In preparation for the competi-
tions, the team will head to the Rochester Ral-
ly scrimmage on Sunday, February 17.  While 
the infamous ―Bag & Tag‖ date is right around 
the corner, the team members have been work-
ing hard and know they will be ready when the 
day draws near.  To check in on their progress 
visit the #3799 Electric Fire Facebook page.   

https://www.facebook.com/3799ElectricFire/

